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207 W. Church Street       Mason,  Ohio            www.masonhistoricalsociety.org       513.398.6750                                            

              Open 1 to 4pm Thursday and Friday and by appointment 

 

 

 CONNECTIONS 

EVENT CALENDAR 2017 

We are currently discussing events for the year 

2017. Our board members have come up with 

some very interesting activities that will also serve 

as fund raisers. There are also discussions with 

the city to partner with them on some of their 

events.  

Since events  at this time are in  the discussion 

phase, we decided to wait for events to be con-

firmed before putting out an events calendar. I 

can tell you many of the events discussed will 

reach all member’s interests and be lots of fun! 

 

 

Museum Open House 

Our Christmas Open House held December 2nd was well attended! We had more than fifty people vis-

it with the majority of them being first time guests. Our membership was well represented by joining 

the celebration and contributing to our table of goodies. We received nothing but compliments of the 

museum and how festive it looked. Most of the first time visitors did a full tour of the house, asked 

many questions about the displays and as we have all heard many times weren’t aware that there 

was a museum of Mason. They left very impressed by what they saw and most said they would be 

back again and bring friends and family members.  

Some visitors did a little shopping after touring the museum. Books, coin sets and Grange Peanut 

Brittle were sold. It was a great way to begin the holiday season, meeting new Mason Residents and 

visiting with our membership, making this a truly successful evening. 

Of course this evening would not have been successful without our “ Party Elves “ who supplied re-

freshments, help setting up as well as cleaning up. Thanks to Barb Pettyjohn, Jan Winston, Jan Jef-

fers, Noble and Marilyn Johnston, Denise Landise, Gay McCurley and Jerry Mullins. 

SINCLAIR COLLEGE; COLLEGE FOR  

LIFELONG LEARNING 

http://www.sinclair.edu/services/enrollment/

lifelong/ 

Dana Palmer will again teach classes for the 

Spring Semester, 2017 running from Jan. 9th to 

May7th, 2017 LL 84x2 Free Genealogy Resource 

on the Web. 

$75 10 sessions Courseview, Building B Rm 125 

Fridays, 2/17-4/21 10a-12p. Learn how to suc-

cessfully find your relatives using the most popu-

lar websites. More opportunities available 

through Sinclair College.  
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 Construction Zone  

As you can see from the photo construction 

is moving along.  By the time you read this 

the drywall should be ready to be sealed so 

painting of the rooms can begin.  Installing 

the siding should be underway as well if the 

weather cooperates.  Construction of the 

addition has certainly changed the exterior 

appearance of the museum and even more 

so once the new siding and trim is finished. 

It may be a bit optimistic but there is hope 

and a slight possibility we could begin to 

move into the addition by the end of Janu-

ary.  Whenever that day might be, we are 

much closer than we were in July.   

It will be an exciting event when we have 

an Open House to celebrate. 

Hang in there with us. 

Jerry Mullins 

East Wall of New Edition Prepping for Siding on South Wall 

Mudding the Ceiling 
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1950 Great Thanksgiving Snowstorm 
The Thanksgiving snowstorm of 1950 was the biggest in Ohio’s history. Nearly the entire state had 

over 10 inches and most communities in the eastern half of Ohio measured 20 to 30 inches of snow 

during this storm. As the storm strengthened, winds increased to over 40 mph and a severe cold 

wave swept the state early on Friday, November 24th dropping temperatures to near zero. The worst 

storm conditions occurred on Saturday November 25th as near-blizzard conditions prevailed 

throughout Ohio. By late in the day, snow reached 20 inches in eastern Ohio and drifts were 25 feet 

deep. 

The classic Ohio State-Michigan football game was scheduled for Saturday afternoon in Columbus, the 

Big Ten championship and a trip to the Rose Bowl on the line. So, with a Saturday morning tempera-

ture of 5 degrees and winds of 40 mph, the “Blizzard Bowl” was played in Columbus. Michigan won 9-

3 on 27 total yards gained and without achieving even one first down. 

The storm continued through Sunday and by Monday morning, snow reached 33 inches at Steuben-

ville, 30 inches in Geneva, and 29 inches at Youngstown. Bulldozers were used to clear roads so that 

ambulances could reach those in need. The Ohio National Guard used Jeeps to transport people to 

hospitals and to deliver food to rural homes. Wires and trees were blown down by winds as high as 60 

mph. Many buildings collapsed under the weight of 2 to 3 feet of snow and much deeper drifts.  

This information from OHIO HISTORY CONNECTION/Ohio History Central. 

…but what was it like in Mason on that Saturday and the days following? 

Here is one story… 

As I remember, the snow started falling in the afternoon and didn’t slow down or stop overnight.  My 

paternal grandparents lived on Snider Road in Socialville.  Around dinner time the phone rang at my 

parents’ house and it was Dr. Frank Batsche, Sr.,MD on the phone.  He was calling to tell my dad that 

my grandfather had fallen, his hip was broken and he must be transported to Christ Hospital in Cin-

cinnati.  The Mason Volunteer Fire Company did not get the first ambulance until 1953.  Ray Gal-

limore the funeral director in Mason had a station wagon with a cot which was used on occasion to 

transport patients to hospitals.  His funeral home at the time was at 121 East Main Street.  To get 

Gallimore’s vehicle out of the garage, dad helped Ray shovel the already drifted snow away from the 

garage door where the vehicle was stored and shovel the driveway clear as well.  I remember my dad 

saying that there were times while they were going down Snider Road that it was snowing so hard 

that he walked in front of the ambulance so Ray would not veer off the road.  There being no Inter-

state Highways in 1950, the trek to Christ Hospital was down Reading Road to William Howard Taft to 

Auburn Avenue.  I can remember it was near midnight when Ray and dad made it back to Mason. 

In the 1950s, as the information in this newsletter states there were not a lot of streets in Mason.  I 

cannot remember if the Village multipurpose dump truck had a snow plow but I do remember that in 

1950 it did not have an attachment on the back to spread salt or sand.  

The sand I remember was spread by one or two men standing in the dump bed and using shovels 

spread the sand onto the streets.  Some men I remember doing that were Jim Knott, Merwyn 

“Skeets” Scofield, Hubert “Goob” Scofield, Emerson “Cricket” Scofield and Harry “Junior” Chesney.  

There may have been others.  As the level of sand went down the bed was raised to move the sand 

to the back of the dump bed and there the men had to keep their balance while spreading the sand.   

There was no school for at least three days.   

One of the main roads to Cincinnati was Route 42, the federal highway which is Main Street and 

Reading Road in Mason.  Route 42 from Heritage Park, Ginny Sundin Fields, to Kings Mills Road is 

somewhat of a grade.  For several days after the storm the tractor trailer rigs traveling that section of 

the road had a lot of difficulty making it up the grade.  An interesting fact is the Village corporation 

line  

in 1950 and for many years thereafter on that end of Mason was a short distance maybe just a couple 

hundred feet east of Fox Drive.  As I recall the Village road maintenance crew, there surely was only 

one, sanded the road west of the corporation line but left section of the road east of the line up to the 

federal or state crews. 

There have been at least two blizzards of much larger magnitudes which Mason residents have expe-

rienced since the one of 1950.  Today, the City is much better equipped to handle heavy snow or a 

blizzard than the Village was in 1950.  If you have a story about the Blizzard of 1950, please share it 

with our newsletter editor, Denise Landise: deniselandise@yahoo.com    Jerry Mullins 
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A Taste of History 

The next time you visit the museum remember 

to check out our cookbooks. They are filled with 

more than just fabulous family recipes  from our 

members. There are helpful hints for cooking di-

lemmas, measurements and substitutions, equiv-

alency charts, hints for baking breads, desserts 

and cooking vegetables. You will also find infor-

mation about herbs and spices and quick fixes 

that can “save the day”. And of course there are 

photo’s and historical facts about Mason.  Here’s 

a recipe to give you an idea of what’s in the 

book. 

Famous Lemon Meringue Pie 

Harriet Cobb 

1 1/2 cups of sugar          1/3 cup lemon juice 

3 Tbsp. cornstarch           1 (9-inch) baked past- 

3 Tbsp. all-purpose flour    ry shell, cooled 

Dash of salt 

1 1/2 cups of hot water          Meringue: 

3 egg yolks slightly beaten      3 egg whites 

2 Tbsp. butter or margarine     1/3 cup of sugar 

1/2 tsp. grated lemon peel 

In a saucepan, mix together sugar, cornstarch, 

flour and salt. Gradually add hot water, stirring 

constantly. Cook and stir over high heat until 

mixture comes to a boil. Reduce heat; cook and 

stir 2 minutes longer. Remove from heat. 

Stir a small amount of hot mixture into egg 

yolks and then return to the hot mixture. Bring 

to a boil and cook for 2 minutes, stirring con-

stantly. Add butter and lemon peel. Slowly add 

lemon juice, mixing well. Pour into pastry shell.  

Meringue: Beat egg whites until foamy in a 

small bowl with a mixer at high speed. Add sug-

ar, 1 tablespoon at a time, beating well after 

each addition. Continue beating until stiff peaks 

form. 

Spread meringue over filling: seal to the edge. 

Bake at 350 degrees for 12 to 15 minutes. Cool 

before cutting. 

Note: For creamier filling, cook and stir the first 

5 ingredients together for 8 minutes over low 

heat  after mixture comes to a boil. Blend in egg 

yolks as above; cook 4 minutes after mixture 

boils. Pour hot cooked filling into cooled baked 

pastry shell. No need to cool the filling before 

topping with the fluffy meringue.  

Harriet Cobb 

Every year before Harriet passed away, she always 

made her “Famous Lemon Meringue Pie for the Mason Historical Socie-

ty’s Annual Ice Cream Social and Auction. Harriet’s pie was always one 

of the favorites and was auctioned at quite a handsome price! Harriet 

was a local seamstress and a long time member of the Mason Historical 

Society. She served on the Historical Society’s Board as Historian  and 

is responsible for many of the newspaper clippings we have preserving 

Mason history. Harriet was also an Auxiliary Member for the American 

Legion for many years.  

Harriet is a fine example of dedication and service that keeps our mem-

bership alive, serves the community and preserves Mason history.   

F.Y.I.  

The goal of this Cook Book was to capture the history of our most talented cooks. Long time Mason 

residents have shared their prized recipes with us as well as new Mason cooks who have shared cui-

sine from different heritages.  

Sadly, some of our best cooks are no longer with us. It is up to us to make and share their  recipes, 

keeping their traditions alive!  
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Membership 

New 
Richard & Janet Johnson 

Jennifer Combs McKemie 

Rich & Patti Miller 

 

Renewal 
Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary 

Marion’s Piazza 

Mason Health Care Center 

Shelly Owens 

David & Carole Anderson 

Sally & Tim Caudill 

Charles Christianson 

Jackie Colville         
Ted & Deborah Delp 

Perry Denehy 

Betty Davis Felix 

John & Barb Gier 

Patricia Glazell 

Evelyn Thompson 

Tom Walker 

Jim & Noreen Grisham 

Lisa Hockett 

Larry & Lynne Hutchinson 

Larry & Jan Jeffers   SILVER 

Joel, Lisa Kohler & Family 

Scot & Jackie Lahrmer 

Joanne Mathison 

Tom & Kim Middleton 

Steve & Becky Osborne 

Sara Schutte 

Greg & Patsy Sliger   
James & Elizabeth Waters 

Sandy White 

Miriam Williams 

Remember When? 

Lets see how much our long time members and 

residents remember about  “Old Mason” while 

teaching the “newbies” (your editor, for one) on 

how things use to be! You can call the museum 

and give your answers, 513-398-6750, or go to 

our website and put your answers under com-

ments, or send to deniselandise@yahoo,com . If 

you would like to contribute these types of trivia 

questions get in touch with me, Denise Landise 

via my email above or call me at 513-459-2159. 

Lets make this a fun part of the newsletter. 

1. What occupied Angilo’s Pizza ….. 

2. What business was in the “Gilbert’s” resi-

dence… 

3. What was the building between the old Munic-

ipal Building and the Gilbert’s residence …. 

4. I’ve been told Morise’s was a staple in town. It 

was a confectionary but served as a diner as 

well. It also had pool tables and card tables. 

Just outside sat the “Liar’s Bench” where peo-

ple waited for the bus. What was behind the 

left front window … 

Please send in your answers or more questions 

for future newsletters as instructed above.  

 

 

 

Condolences 

 

 
The Mason Historical Society would like to send 
our sincere sympathy to the family and friends 
of Lee Rolman (nee Proffitt), who passed away 
December 4.  Lee was the mother of Judy Cox, a 
member and past president of the Society.  
 
 
 
The Mason Historical Society would also like to 
send our sincere sympathy to the family and 
friends of Ruth Hackman, mother to Bob Hack-
man, a member of the Society.   

Month at the Museum 

Although it is sad to put away the Christmas 

decorations, we are thrilled to put on display 

our collection of oil paintings of local buildings. 

Artists being featured are, Dee Wilt (one of our 

members), Donna Beavers, Jeanne Harpen, 

Cheryl Gates, Joy Melampy, Ted Rusman, Nan 

C, Lenore Stone, Freda Schore and Gerry 

Kunze. On loan from Karen Bodenbender will 

be some of the fabulous reproductions of old 

Mason buildings her father Bill Gilbert made  

and Jeanne Harpen painted to look as if you 

stepped back in time. Bill used these buildings 

to set up his train display at the farm. Jeanne 

is one of our local artists with paintings 

through out our town. Viewing through March. 
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February Birthdays 

 
Cathy Hamilton     Feb. 1 
Anna Mae (Putnam) Lakes    Feb. 1 
Ron Pennington     Feb. 2 
Phyllis Brandenburg     Feb. 4 
Kim Middleton      Feb. 4 
Donna Christianson Weisman  Feb. 4 
David  Muskopf     Feb. 6 
Joan Portwood Barnes    Feb. 7 
Barry O’Bryant     Feb. 7 
Marcia Simons                       Feb. 7 
Jim Allison      Feb. 10  
Gene Caudill                          Feb. 10 
Lynn Calvert                        Feb. 12 
David Poe      Feb. 12 
Marty Barnes                         Feb. 13 
Ruth Burnside                        Feb. 17 
Dorothy Melampy              Feb. 17 
Gina Diangelo               Feb. 18 
Charles Ervin Ross              Feb. 18 
Randy Krueger              Feb. 19 
Erik Peters      Feb. 24 
Beth Stewart      Feb. 24 
Mike Federle                        Feb. 25 
Mike Pask                        Feb. 27 
Aaron (Mick) Wright               Feb. 27 
John W. Cobb                        Feb. 28 
Eloise Ellison                         Feb. 28
       

March Birthdays 

Sarah Hamilton  March 1 
Jenni Knight   March 1 
Keith Gilbert   March 2 
Larry Plum   March 2 
Denise  DuPriest  Brune March 4 
Martha Girton   March 4 
Dick McCurley   March 4 
Pat Glazell   March 7 
Julia Polykarpov  March 7 
Gwen Goode   March 8 
Gary Balser   March 9 
Richard Fussner  March 9 
Evelyn Thompson  March 9 
Jim Farquer   March 10 
Harrison Fox   March 11 
Joan Hill   March 11 
Todd Carpenter  March 12 
Craig Hoon   March 12 
John (Jack) Hopkins  March 12 
Gerald  Behymer  March 13 
Rosemond Brockham  March 18 
Alma Federle   March 18 
Elaine Stewart  March 19 
Susan Thompson Jackson March 22 
Lyn Plummer   March 22 
Mel Elswick   March 23 
Joanne Mathison  March 24 
Bev Gilbert   March 25 
Tom Britton                     March 26 

March Birthdays 
 
Dennis Hamilton   March 26 
Glenn Knight, Jr.   March 26 
Elizabeth Waters   March 26 
Etta Bennett    March 27 
Julia Poe    March 27 
Theresa Popplewell   March 27 
John Spaeth    March 27 
Berni Stephenson   March 28 
Doug Seiller  
  

April 

Birthdays 

Dorothy Russell   April 1 
Claire Kohler    April 2 
Joy Knight    April 5 
Diane Spaeth             April 5 
Greg Federle    April 7 
Ron Lunsford             April 7 
Mary Walker    April 7 
Doug Moeller             April 8 
Betty Carter    April 10 
Sue Monteith             April 10 
Jim Cross    April 13 
Julia Eickenhorst   April 13 
Betty Groh    April 13 
Janine Girton Hurley            April 14 
Lynne Hutchinson   April 14 
Cindy Hill Nixon   April 14 
Ralph Wiggins             April 14 
Mari-Beth Daniels   April 15 
Barbara Pettyjohn   April 15 
Bruce Hendricks   April 17 
Vickie Larrick              April 17 
Joyce Magly    April 17 
Gary Weisman   April 17 
Bill Federle    April 18 
Jere Geier    April 18 
Tom Walker    April 18 
Richard Grisham   April 19 
Jared Kohler    April 19 
Bobbie DeRosa   April 22 
Betty M. Rogers   April 22 
Ron Walton    April 23 
Bill Girton    April 24 
Bob Kunze    April 24 
Bob Clingner    April 25 
Ed Kelley    April 25 
Lisa Kohler    April 26 
Michael Moseley   April 26 
Sandra M. Warren   April 26 
Michael Stover   April 27 
Ralph Spaeth             April 28 
Joyce Quinlan             April 29 
Brian Bailey    April 30 
Dorene  Elswick   April 30 

http://www.allfree-clipart.com/Birthdays/index.html


2016 BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Mason, Ohio 45040 

Permit No. 38 

Mason Historical Society 

   207 W. Church St. 

   Mason, Ohio 45040 

Artis Senior Living of Mason 

Culver’s of Mason 

Downtown Mason Association 

Grace Baptist Church of Mason 

LaRosa’s, Mason 

Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary 

Marion’s Pizza 

Mason-Deerfield Arts Alliance 

Mason Health Care Center 

Minuteman Press of Lebanon 

Mason City Schools 

Warren County Historical Society 

GOLD MEMBERS 

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc. 

 

LIFETIME MEMBERS 

American Legion, Post 194 

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 194 

Brunk Excavating, Inc. 

Jeff Hill Video 

Mason – Deerfield Chamber 

Mason Public Library 

Mitsubishi Electric Automotive 

People’s First Savings Bank 

R.E. Middleton Construction LLC 

Senour Flaherty Insurance 

Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home 

Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland Architects 

Walldogs the Mason Sign Company 

Yost Pharmacy, Inc. 
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