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Event Program 2017
March 14- Vinnie Ream
April 18-History of Cincinnati Zoo
May 14- Mother’s Day
May 16-
June 2- Ice Cream Social
July 18-
August 15-
Sept Heritage Days
Sept 23 Patriot Fair
October - Cemetery Walk
November 21-Annual Meeting

December 1- Museum Open House
Some events are tentative
at this time.

Also please note:
The museum will also be open on:

Saturday Feb 11, 2017 from 11—2
Saturday Feb 18, 2017 from 11—2
Saturday Mar 4, 2017 from 11—2
Sunday Mar 5, 2017 from 11—2
Saturday Mar 11, 2017 from 11—2

National Register Program
We received a letter from Ross Nelson-

Survey and National Register Manager
In part it read:

The National Park Service (NPS), who
administers the National Register pro-
gram at the federal level, has three
requirements for listing properties,
one of them being historic integrity.
Historic integrity is defined by the NPS
as the authenticity of a property's his-
toric identity, evidenced by the surviv-
al of physical characteristics that ex-
isted during the property's historic pe-
riod, including location, design, set-
ting, materials, workmanship, feeling
and association. The size and scale of
the addition has limited the property's
sense of integrity, as the building no
longer resembles what it was during
the property's historic period. Because
of this issue with the property's integ-
rity, the property would likely not
qualify for the National Register of
Historic Places. This recommendation
does not mean that the property is
not historically important within the
community; rather that it simply does
not meet National Register criteria
and requirements to be successfully
nominated. The Alverta Green Muse-
um is still an important resource in
Mason and your outreach and educa-
tional efforts have been very impres-
sive.

March 14 Program
7:00 PM at Museum

Ms. Millie Henley, a “Purveyor of True
Stories from History” will share with
us "The Forgotten Story of Vinnie



Ream, Incomparable Teenage Sculptor of
Abraham Lincoln.”

How did an untrained 17 year old girl get
access to the President’s office to sculpt
him from life shortly before he was
killed? Vinnie Ream was a prodigy in
several fields, a beautiful charmer and
nationally known in her time. Her statue
of Lincoln stands in the U.S. Capitol ro-
tunda. She was a very controversial fig-
ure and was even embroiled in a major
19th century political fight, the impeach-
ment of a president. As a woman in an
art world controlled by men, Vinnie
Ream’s story is fascinating.

March is Women’s History Month, please
join us and listen to this most interesting
story.

Construction Zone

New siding on the west wall of the new
addition.

In just 2 hours, these energetic painters
had the second coat of paint on the walls
of the addition. The walls look great.
This large task completed by Society
members volunteering their time saved a
considerable amount of money. Thank

you.
Next will be staining the windows and
wood trim.

Month at the Museum

We are thrilled to put on display our
collection of oil paintings of local

Happy painters on Saturday January 14
painting the addition rest room.

L to R: Sue Erbeck Rapp, Lou Rapp, Rob-
ert Wagner, Gay McCurley, Jay Meibers



buildings. Artists being featured are, Dee
Wilt (one of our members), Donna Bea-
vers, Jeanne Harpen, Cheryl Gates, Joy
Melampy, Ted Rusman, Nan C, Lenore
Stone, Freda Schore and Gerry Kunze. On

Our Treasurer, Sue Erbeck Rapp, on the
ladder, overseeing the painting of the
hallway which will connect the museum
building and the addition.

loan from Karen Bodenbender will be
some of the fabulous reproductions of old
Mason buildings her father Bill Gilbert
made and Jeanne Harpen painted to look
as if you stepped back in time. Bill used
these buildings to set up his train display
at the farm. Jeanne is one of our local
artists with paintings throughout our
town.

Viewing through March.

Membership

Membership note:

Although we take memberships through-
out the year, renewal time is now. The
Society membership is for

January 1 through December 31. If you
have not already done so, please look
over the membership form in the
newsletter and renew today.

If you have renewed for 2017, please
share the form and newsletter with a
friend and disregard this gentle reminder.
Thank you for your support and we hope
to see you at eventsin 2017.

Condolences

The Mason Historical Society wishes to
extend our sincere sympathies to the
family and friends of Jewell Pierson, Rob-
erta Witham, Lorraine Powell and Bob
Austerman.

On April 3, Mason Seward who would in
1840 become the first mayor of the town
incorporated in January in 1839, married
Rebecca Heaton. He was the son of John
and Catherine Mason Seward and the
nephew of William Mason. Young Mason,
the third child of ten born to John and
Catherine spent his first ten years in
Fayette County Pennsylvania. In the War
of 1812, he served in the 25th U.S. In-
fantry as a Lieutenant. Rebecca and Ma-
son were to have five children one of
which died 10 months after her birth in
1819. The other four grew to adulthood.
They all married local people, continued
to live in the township and had sizeable
families of their own.

Henry Houk added to his land holdings
when he bought another 60 acres just
north of that he already owned in Section
30. Houk apparently had an interest in
the education of children and records in-
dicate a school being somewhere near his
land holdings north of Palmira at the time
but none in Palmira. Palmira’s first
school of which Henry was the head of
the school directors was planned in 1827.

Cornelius and Magdalene Bercaw along
with their children, moved into the town-
ship from Adams County Pennsylvania.

The Baptist Church congregation which
had been meeting in a log schoolhouse
purchased a lot along Muddy Creek just
east of the Butler County line and built a
frame meeting house. At a later date a
brick building was constructed on the
same site. The church was next to the



Muddy Creek Cemetery which had been
established early in the century.

History above taken from AROUND MA-
SON, OHIO: A STORY by Rose Marie
Springman. This book can be purchased
at the Alverta Green Museum.

Information below
rootsweb.ancestry.com

Muddy Creek Cemetery

aka Keltner Cemetery

Deerfield Township, Warren County, Ohio
North side of Western Row Road (TR 54),
a short distant east of Butler-Warren
Road, about 1/2 way to Olympia Drive.
The cemetery is maintained by Deerfield
Township.

Please visit the website for more interest-
ing information about the cemetery and
church.

is from

On aIighter note in 1917:
1917 Marshmallow creme

Marshmallow creme, better known as
marshmallow "fluff" in the United States,
is a food item that is a sweet, spreada-
ble, marshmallow-like confection. It is
typically used with peanut butter on
the fluffernutter sandwich. In addition,
marshmallow creme and Nutella can be
spread on graham crackers to emu-
late s'mores. Marshmallow creme is a
New England creation invented in 1917
by Archibald Query of Somerville, Massa-
chusetts.

March Birthdays

Sarah Hamilton March 1
Jenni Knight March 1
Keith Gilbert March 2
Larry Plum March 2

Denise DuPriest Brune March 4

Martha Girton March 4
Dick McCurley March 4
Pat Glazell March 7
Julia Polykarpov March 7
Gwen Goode March 8
Gary Balser March 9
Richard Fussner March 9
Evelyn Thompson March 9
Jim Farquer March 10
Harrison Fox March 11
Joan Hill March 11
Todd Carpenter March 12
Craig Hoon March 12
John (Jack) Hopkins March 12
Gerald Behymer March 13
Rosemond Brockham March 18
Alma Federle March 18
Elaine Stewart March 19

Susan Thompson Jackson March 22

Lyn Plummer March 22
Mel Elswick March 23
Joanne Mathison March 24
Bev Gilbert March 25
Tom Britton March 26
Dennis Hamilton March 26
Glenn Knight, Jr. March 26
Elizabeth Waters March 26
Etta Bennett March 27
Julia Poe March 27
Theresa Popplewell March 27
John Spaeth March 27
Berni Stephenson March 28

Doug Seiller

Bricks, Bricks, Bricks

With our addition nearing an end we are
targeting a new BRICK campaign with an
install date of June 1, 2017.




As soon as the weather permits (think
warm) all of the back walkway bricks will
have been installed.

If you are thinking about a gift for some-
one (or even yourself) to be memorial-
ized in a brick now is the time to act.
Please feel free to stop by and take a
walk around our brick walkway at any-
time.

Don’t forget birthdays, graduations me-
morials, anniversaries and any other im-
portant dates for your family, loved ones
and friends.

See our brick order form in the newslet-
ter today.

LaRosa’s Fundraiser

Every third Wednesday eat at Mason
LaRosa’s Tri-way & St. Rt. 42. 513-347-
1111.

Be sure to take your flyer or get one at
the counter and tell them that you wish
to support the Mason Historical Society
fundraiser.

The bill is stapled to the flyer so LaRosa’s
knows which sales go to our Society.
Thank you for your support

8th Grade Exam

Remember when our grandparents, great
-grandparents, and such stated that they
only had an 8th grade education? Well,
check this out. Could any of us have
passed the 8th grade in 18957

The following document was transcribed
from the original document in the collec-
tion of the Smoky Valley Genealogy Soci-
ety, Salina, Kansas. This test is the origi-
nal eighth-grade final exam for 1895
from Salina, KS. An interesting note is
the fact that the county students taking
this test were allowed to take the test in
the 7th grade, and if they did not pass
the test at that time, they were allowed
to re-take it again in the 8th grade.

Grammar (Time, one hour)
1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Let-
ters.
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define
those that have no modifications.
3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph.

4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb?
Give Principal Parts of do, lie, lay and
run.

5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case.

6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for
principle marks of Punctuation.

7. - 10. Write a composition of about 150
words and show therein that you un-
derstand the practical use of the rules
of grammar.

Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours)

1. Name and define the Fundamental
Rules of Arithmetic.

2. A wagon box is 2 ft. deep, 10 feet
long, and 3 ft. wide. How many
bushels of wheat will it hold?

3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 Ibs.,
what is it worth at 50 cts./ bushel,
deducting 1050 Ibs. for tare?

4. District No. 33 has a valuation of
$35,000. What is the necessary levy
to carry on a school seven months
at $50 per month, and have $104
for incidentals?

5. Find cost of 6720 Ibs. coal at $6.00
per ton.

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8
months and 18 days at 7 percent.

7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12
inches wide and 16 ft. long at $20
per metre?

8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90
days (no grace) at 10 percent.

9. What is the cost of a square farm at
$15 per acre, the distance around
which is 640 rods?

10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory
Note, and a Receipt.

U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes)

1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History
is divided.

. Give an account of the discovery of
America by Columbus.

. Relate the causes and results of the
Revolutionary War.

. Show the territorial growth of the Unit-
ed States.

. Tell what you can of the history of Kan-
sas.

. Describe three of the most prominent
battles of the Rebellion.

. Who were the following: Morse, Whit-
ney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and
Howe?

8. Name events connected with the fol-
lowing dates: 1607 1620 1800 1849
1865

Orthography (Time, one hour)

1. What is meant by the following: Alpha-
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http://www.ghostseekers.com/Conversions.htm

bet, phonetic, orthography, etymology,
syllabication?

2. What are elementary sounds? How classi-
fied?

. What are the following, and give examples
of each: Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong,
cognate letters, linguals?

. Give four substitutes for caret 'u'.

. Give two rules for spelling words with final
'e'. Name two exceptions under each rule.

. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling.
Illustrate each.

. Define the following prefixes and use in
connection with a word: Bi, dis, mis, pre,
semi, post, non, inter, mono, sup

8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables
the following, and name the sign that in-
dicates the sound: Card, ball, mercy, sir,
odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last.

. Use the following correctly in sentences,
cite, site, sight, fane, fain, feign, vane,
vain, vein, raze, raise, rays.

10. Write 10 words frequently mispro-
nounced and indicate pronunciation by
use of diacritical marks and by syllabica-
tion.

Geography (Time, one hour)

. What is climate? Upon what does climate

depend?

2. How do you account for the extremes of
climate in Kansas?

3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the

ocean?

4. Describe the mountains of North America.

5. Name and describe the following: Monro-

via, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yu-

kon, St. Helena, Juan Fermandez, Aspin-
wall and Orinoco.

Name and locate the principle trade cen-

ters of the U.S.

Name all the republics of Europe and give

capital of each.

Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the

Pacific in the same latitude?

. Describe the process by which the water of
the ocean returns to the sources of rivers.

10. Describe the movements of the earth.
Give inclination of the earth.
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This gives the saying of an early 20th century
person that "she/he only had an 8th grade
education” a whole new meaning.



2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM .. MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Become a NEW member of the Mason Historical Society or RENEW you membership TODAY!
Please make your check payable to the Mason Historical Society and mail with this form to the address below.

Mason Historical Society
MEMBERSHIP

207 W. Church Street Name (s)
Mason, OH 45040-1607

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

Address
Types of Memberships:
NEW___ RENEWAL___ City, State & Zip Code +4
Non-Profit Org. $40
REGULAR CORPORATE
Student $10_ Regular - $100 Phone
Individual 20__ Silver - 250
Family 30__ Gold - 500 0
Silver 100 ___ Lifetime - 1000 Email address
Gold 250
Lifetime 500__ =
(Lifetime can be paid in 4 quarterly instaliments Bw'rhday(s) "‘°."*h Aedlay
within 12 months) (to be published in our monthly newsletter)
MAY WE CALL ON YOU TO HELP PRESERVE MASON'S HISTORY BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME ?

The Mason Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code.
MEMBERSHIP DUES, DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS IN ANY AMOUNT ARE APPRECTATED AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
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U.S. Military. Branch of Service Rank

Veteran Yrs. served Rank when discharged
We Thank You For Your Service to Our Country !l

BRICK ORDER FORM
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, Z1P

PHONE

BRICK TO BE ENGRAVED AS FOLLOWS:
(Limit of 13 letters including spaces on each line.)

Checks payable and return to:
MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
207 W. Church Street

Mason, Ohio 45040 DONATION $50 Paid Ck#

forms/brick 2017



2017 Business Members

Artis Senior Living of Mason
Culver’s of Mason

Downtown Mason Association
Grace Baptist Church of Mason
LaRosa’s, Mason

Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary
Marion’s Pizza

Mason-Deerfield Arts Alliance
Mason Health Care Center
Minuteman Press of Lebanon
Mason City Schools

Warren County Historical Society
GOLD MEMBERS

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc.
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LIFETIME MEMBERS

American Legion, Post 194
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 194
Brunk Excavating, Inc.

Jeff Hill Video

Mason - Deerfield Chamber

Mason Public Library

Mitsubishi Electric Automotive
People’s First Savings Bank

R.E. Middleton Construction LLC
Senour Flaherty Insurance

Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home
Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland Architects
Walldogs the Mason Sign Company

Yost Pharmacy, Inc.
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3" Wednesdays
From Open to Close
Sept 21, Oct 19,

Nov 16, Dec 21
Thank you for your support
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Visit us at larosas.com Flyer must be presented to server, cashier or driver.

Mason Historical Society

“We love no ...m__u nrm :m_m_.._uo..rooam we mm_.<m.

v_mnm of the Pie.

NDDAICING - EVENT —— |

et DN 143 rlwrrﬂ,'ll.ml»rm

meo.._ Historical
Society

Fundraiser |

3" Wednesdays
From Open to Close ||
Sept 21, Oct 19, W
Nov 16, Dec 21
Thank you for your support

Raising money for The

\P~
Mkﬁ—\mmﬂmvmmm '" Mason Historical Society.

Third Wednesday
57 W@.—‘—.—‘— From O.vm: to Close N
We will donate 20% of
~ Mason the proceeds back to the
._._..imv.ﬁ..mnmnmwo:»mkn

Mason Historical Society

Dine In * Pick Up * Delivery

Visit us at larosas.com Flyer must be presented to server, cashier or driver.

I

We love to help the neighborhoods we serve!

[
|
|
|
|






