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EVENT CALENDAR 2017
June 14- Flag Day
June 20- Ice Cream Social & Baked Goods Auction

July 18— “Narrow Escapes of George Washington”,
Millie Henley 7pm Historical Society

n”

August 15—"I'm Doing Fine. Don’t Forget To Write
7pm Historical Society

September 16—Heritage Festival
September 23— Patriot Fair
October 10— Cemetery Walk

November 14— Annual Meeting

December 1— Museum Open House

Millie Henley Returns!!!

If you missed Millie Henley’s program about
child prodigy Vinnie Ream, you certainly don’t
want to miss her presentation about George
Washington and his many “narrow escapes”.
Were these “escapes” luck, coincidence or
providence. During Washington’s life there
seemed to be a pattern. Although there were
many times he was in mortal danger and oth-
ers were falling around him, he was never
injured. This pattern started when he was a
youth on the frontier through the War of In-
dependence. Millie does her speech in 18th
Century attire. Please join us for this captivat-
ing talk July 18th, 7p.m. at the Mason Histori-
cal Society. Denise Landise
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ICE CREAM SOCIAL & BAKED GOODS AUCTION
Featuring Local Auctioneer, Mr. Gene Steiner
When: Tuesday, June 20, 2017 at 6:00 PM
Where: Museum Grounds 207 West Church Street

Please donate Baked Goods to Eat and Auction
Please email us or leave a phone message to donate any baked good(s).

masonhistorical@yahoo.com;

513-398-6750


mailto:masonhistorical@yahoo.com

Happenings...

Belated Recognition

National Police Week was celebrated Sunday, May 14th to
May 20th. The Mason Historical Society would like to send
out a belated “THANK YOU” to the police officers who
serve the City of Mason as well as those all over the

country.

Photos below are from our May 16 program presented by
Perry Denehy.

A Month at the Museum...

On May 16 Perry was full of WIND with his presentation of April 3™, 1974 "Killer Tornado", re-visited.
The power point presentation, photo displays, and guest inter-action was enjoyed by all. A you-tube
video of the day and the destruction left behind gave a real sense of what people were experiencing
that day. Bill Corbett, a member of the Mason Jaycees spoke about his efforts after the tornado to
help with displaced citizens and their needs.

With 30 plus people attending, many told their stories of April 3rd, 1974. Janet Fahrnbach was an em-
ployee at Thriftway when the Tornado hit, Noble Johnston and his wife Marilyn spoke of their home
being hit, as did Larry Jeffers and Bobbie DeRosa who lived in Sherman Terrace. Jay Meibers spoke
about the fear his brothers and parents felt even though the tornado did not hit the meadows. With-
out a basement, they fled to St. Susanna for cover.

It was a pleasure to see the interest of our members, families and their children sitting in our new
space for our program. We hope to see many more of you at our Traditional Ice Cream Social & Baked
Goods Auction on June 20th. Once again we will be proudly serving Culvers frozen custard for you to
enjoy along with some fresh baked goodies. We hope you will enjoy the cake and pie auction with the
best auctioneer in town, Gene Steiner, who will be here to bring top dollar for your donated baked
goods. Thank you Gene for your continued support. A big “Thank You” Brian for your support each
year. EAT AT CULVERS! Please answer your phones this month, Gay McCurley will be calling for dona-
tions of baked goods for the auction. Let’s make this the most attended event of the year!

We now have many signs hanging for all to see. Thanks to Russ Moore and Dick McCurley, for hanging
those. Thanks to Noble Johnston for all his handyman work, I am sure keeping him busy.

Gay McCurley.



In The Beginning......

Part Two: The Mason Historical Society’s Continued
Efforts to Save the Century-old Powell House
From the Wrecking Ball.
Pulse Journal Mason, Ohio. Wednesday, January 31, 1979.
By Debbie Folka, staff writer.

Our story left off in May’s newsletter, with the Mason Historical Society in it's early stages of being
formed. Mrs. Loretta Terry was named President, Ellen Straub, Vice President; Grace Campbell, Secre-
tary; Lee Hamilton, Treasurer; Nona Drake, Historian; Ann Hill, Curator. After considering many pro-
jects to take on, under the advice of Mr. Mitchell, Preservation Officer of the Miami Purchase Associa-
tion John Hauck House; they decide to try and save the Powell property from demolition. The property
was located at 105 Northeast Street in Mason. It was slated for demolition to allow for additional city
hall parking.

The Western Star January 24, 1979.
By David Lyon

Loretta Terry asked City Council to spare the house. City Council would make no promises to Loretta,
but agreed to postpone demolition to allow for expert opinions on it’s historical value to be obtained.
The Historical Society requested that in the event the Powell Property could not be saved they would
have permission to remove some artifacts within the house. John Mitchell was asked to inspect the
home and give his opinion of it's historic value. Items in the house thought to have value are: the
hardwood floors, Stained glass and beveled glass windows, French doors, paneled china closet and a
tiled corner fireplace. The stones of the front porch are thought to be hand-hewn.

Terry speculated and estimates from local elderly residents put the house’s age at approximately 100
years old. She also pointed out that a recent survey of downtown Mason concluded “this house is worth
saving”. Loretta gave the council other alternatives beside demolition to consider; a new city hall could
be built at another location in the future; the house could be moved elsewhere (rough cost estimates
were 8- 10,000 dollars); and finally it could be left at it's current location. Terry proposed that federal
funds might be available for the cost of moving the house which she described as " a fine example of
Victorian Architecture”. Hans Mehr, member of city council reminded all involved that the city had an
obligation to Dick Yost. Demolition of the Powell Property would provide much needed additional city
hall parking and stop those with city hall business from using Yost Pharmacy parking. Both sides had
good points to support what should happen with the Powell Property. The Mason Historical Society was
extremely pleased to get the city to hold off on the scheduled demolition to learn more about the
house and it's contents and give someone the opportunity to purchase this house and breath life back
into it.

Western Star March 21, 1979

A legal notice about purchasing the Powell Property was as follows: Sealed bids will be received by the
City of Mason, Ohio until 11a.m. April 15, 1979 for removal of the Powell Property. The conditions were
as follows: the building is to be completely removed from the site by the successful bidder. It is the
desire of the city to preserve the building, and first consideration shall be given to those bidders pro-
posing to move the building to a location owned by the bidder. After removal the site shall be graded
and all holes filled providing for a uniform and consistent grade throughout. Unfortunately no bids were
received and demolition was rescheduled.

The Cincinnati Post February 20, 1979

Loretta Terry stated, “The house is a fine example of one of many houses built when Mason was first
settled.” But what did Fred Mitchell’s evaluation of the property reveal? He reported: “the property
does not exhibit significant historical qualities but it is sound structurally and urged city council to be



sympathetic and allow the building to be moved to an area fitting its architecture.” But without any
bids from private citizens this would not happen.

Western Star March 8, 1979

With advice and assistance from the Miami Purchase Association, the Mason Historical Society used
this as a learning opportunity. They enlisted instruction from the Association to learn how to do a his-
toric building membership by conducting an inventory of significant historic buildings in Mason. For
$100.00 our society purchased salvage rights to the house and scheduled a sale to dispose of the
items and raise money for the young and growing historical society. Items salvaged included: the
kitchen sink, fireplace tile, a porch pillar, stained glass windows, tin decorations from the front roof
peak, light fixtures, fireplace mantles, iron register covers, door knobs and locks, newel post and stair
rail and decorative wood curlicues over the front porch.

Although the Mason Historical Society was not successful in saving the Powell Property much success
came from their undertaking of this project. They raised awareness in the community about historic
buildings. They established a relationship with our city council that continues to this day. Members
were instructed on survey techniques conducting inventory of historic buildings in the Mason area. But
most importantly they met with the city planning commission on March 6, 1979 and proposed they
take into account in updating the city’s master plan. While the Powell Property could not be saved
they wanted to ensure that historic buildings would not have to face the wrecking ball. Denise Landise

WHERE IS OUR TENT?

For the first time since 2014, on June 20 our tradi-
tional Ice Cream Social & Baked Goods Auction
will be held on the museum grounds. Having the
event at the museum this year provides an oppor-
tunity to come see the addition and the displays.

A few years ago, the American Legion, Post 194
graciously donated to our Society one of their two
tents. Some year after that it was borrowed from
us for a private event, class reunion or something
like that. Somehow the two main center poles got
lost in the shuffle. We went to a tent company in
Cincinnati and bought the two center poles needed
to match the tent size. One of our members, Dan
Campbell, also made some new steel stakes.

The last time the tent was used as far as we
know, was for the Ice Cream Social in 2014. The
only thing we still have are the two main center
poles. No tent, no side poles, no stakes and no
ropes which were secured to the grommets in the
tent!

Some inquiries have been made but no one seems
to recall or knows who took down the tent or
where it went after our Ice Cream Social in 2014.
Why weren't the tent, side poles and stakes left in
the wash house with the two main center poles?
Perhaps it was stolen and the perpetrator(s) over-
looked the two main center poles or those would-
n‘t fit in a vehicle?

Noble Johnston removes tin decoration from the
Powell property at 105 N.East

St ~ If anyone knows the whereabouts of the tent,
) please send an email or give us a call.

This was at a time when Noble % Maybe it will just show up on our porch. It would

was quite young and very agile. w be nice to have it returned in time for our event

Today he is still very agile but on June 20.

we question the “young” part! N—
Jerry



Bon Appétit
Recipe From:
Treasured Recipes From
Mason, Ohio
Mason Historical Society
The Gables’ Hummingbird Cake

3 cups flour 1 cup salad oil

2 cups sugar 1 1/2 tsp. vanilla extract

1 tsp. baking soda 2 cups chopped bananas

1 tsp. salt 1 cup chopped pecans

1 tsp. cinnamon 1 (8 o0z.) can crushed

3 eggs beaten pineapple undrained

Cream Cheese Frosting:

1 (80z.) pkg. cream 1 (160z.) pkg. confectioners

Cheese softened sugar, sifted

1 stick of butter or 1 tsp. vanilla

Margarine softened

Combine first 5 ingredients in a bowl. Make a well in
the center. Put eggs and oil in well and stir until in-
gredients are moistened; do not beat. Stir in vanilla,
pineapple, pecans and bananas. Spoon into 3
greased and floured 9 inch cake pans. Bake in a 350
degree oven for 20 to 30 minutes. Cool cake in pans
for 10 minutes. ,Remove from pans and cool com-
pletely before frosting.

To make Cream Cheese Frosting, combine cheese
and butter, beating until smooth. Add sugar and va-
nilla and beat until fluffy. Smooth on between layers
and on top and sides. Sprinkle with chopped pecans
if desired. Makes 16 servings.

Wilma Farmer

Note From the Editor
Remember this is your newsletter. If you have any
contributions or suggestions for making the newslet-
ter better I'm easy to reach. My contact information
is: 513-850-3780
deniselandise@yahoo.com
Remember the things that happen today, no matter
how small, are tomorrows history.
Denise Landise

Membership

Welcome to our new members and to our renewed
membership, thanks for your continued support!!!

Renewed Members: Betty Carter

NOTICE:

As you probably know, our newsletter is sent
via bulk mail. This is considerably less expen-
sive than First Class Mail and I know you real-
ize that is why we all receive so much unsolic-
ited mail at our homes and businesses. In
May, 3 members contacted us stating they did
not receive a copy of CONNECTIONS.

We try to print, assemble and mail the news-
letter as early as possible the first week of the
month.

Some time ago the newsletters with Mason
addresses were first sent to Cincinnati and
then back to Mason. A while later the news-
letters with Mason addresses were delivered
from the Mason Post Office without going to
Cincinnati. That has changed again. The
newsletters with zip 45040 once again go to
Cincinnati and then back to Mason. On top of
that the other Ohio zip codes (75 newsletters
in May) now go into the 45040 bin we deliver
to the post office.

Once we deliver the newsletters to the post
office, you know it is out of our hands. So,
any time you do not receive a copy of the
newsletter, please give us a call or send us an
email. We will send you a copy first class,
also now often referred to as “snail mail”, or
via email, whichever you prefer.

We hope you understand, we do our best.

Jerry Mullins

MEMBERSHIP

Our membership year is based on the cal-
endar year January - December, with our
annual membership drive happening each
fall. We do however gladly welcome new
members any time of the year. Yearly dues
are STUDENT $10, INDIVIDUAL $20, FAMI-
LY $30, SILVER $100, GOLD $250, LIFE-
TIME $500. Please note that a LIFETIME
membership can be paid in 4 quarterly in-
stallments of $125 each within 12 months.
NEW members joining after August will be
credited through December of the following
year. Thank you for your continued support.

Thank you for your support and we look for-
ward to seeing you at our Society events.



BRICK TO BE ENGRAVED AS FOLLOWS:
(Limit of 13 letters including spaces on each line.)

2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM .. MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Become a NEW member of the Mason Historical Society or RENEW you membership TODAY!
Please make your check payable to the Mason Historical Society and mail with this form to the address below.

Mason Historical Society
MEMBERSHIP

207 W. Church Street
Mason, OH 45040-1607

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org Name (s)
Types of Memberships: Address
NEW RENEWAL.
-Profit Org. $40
Non-Profit Org. $40_____ City, State & Zip Code +4
REGULAR CORPORATE
Student $10____ Regular - $100
Individual 20 ____ Silver - 250 Phone
Family 30_ Gold - 500
Silver 100 Lifetime - 1000 -
Gold 250 __ Email address
L[fe'r[me 500_. ) )
(u{:};:nizcc:'r:o:?ehg;ud in 4 quarterly installments Birthday(s)  month & day

(to be published in our monthly newsletter)

MAY WE CALL ON YOU TO HELP PRE-

SERVE MASON'S HISTORY BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME
?

The Mason Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code.
MEMBERSHIP DUES, DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS IN ANY AMOUNT ARE APPRECIATED AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

X Kk k Kk Xk Kk Kk k k Xk Kk Kk Kk k Kk Kk Kk Kk Xk k Kk Kk Kk Kk Xk *k Kk Kk *k Kk Kk *k Kk Kk Kk Kk Xk *k Kk Xk *k kX Kk Xk *k Kk Xk *k *k X *k kX Xk *x *k X *
*x X

U.S. Military. Branch of Service Rank
Veteran Yrs. served Rank when discharged

We Thank You For Your Service to Our Country Il

BRICK ORDER FORM

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

Checks payable and return to:
MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
207 W. Church Street
Mason, Ohio 45040 DONATION $50 Paid Ck#

forms/brick 2017


http://www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

MAY
Arlene Horton
Carroll Weller
Steven Bray
Jane Erbeck
John Gier
Trudie Pringle
Marilyn Batsche
Nancy Mercier
Earl Osborne
Pat Wiggins
Ken Thompson
Mary Jo Walton
Spencer Knight
Helen Fox
Dink Bennett
Joyce Fisher
Darla York
David Anderson
Deborah Delp
Marsha Giehls
Charles Simons
Mary Shooner
Judy D. Mason
Carol Reed
Rick Fox
C. Nelson Melampy
Brian Daniels
Perry Denehy
Greg Shooner
Pam Butler Daniels

Hannah Meibers

Shelby O’'Bryant Wood
Carolyn Wiggins Krabbe
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BIRTHDAYS

JUNE
Philip Berner
Steve Shaffer
Janet Honerlaw
Dianne Eldridge
Kay Fox
Nancy Girton Knight
Ken Chesney
Jill Tracy Meyer
C. William Bercaw
Nate Knight
Jim Grisham
Lisa Louis
Jill Tracy Meyer
Greg Sliger
Hudson Melzer
Gary Popplewell
Ken Case
Char Pelfrey
Sallie Nally
Diane Paul
Ashley Vonderhaar
Corwin Smith
Sally Caudill
Dolores Diangelo
Jim Fox
Patsy Andow-Plum
Charles Christianson
Jerry Pelfrey
Jim Clark

Miriam Williams

JUuLYy
Carole Anderson
Nicholas Hoffman
Joan Nauman Speer
Norma Von Holle
Beryl Mitchell
Joel Kohler
Mike Geygan
Tom Middleton
Sherri Federle
Doug Fox
Debora Carpenter
Colleen Carroll Brown
Jo Ann Carpenter
Betty Felix
Jillian Landise
Jack Eldridge
Pat Wilson
Brad Erbeck
Kenneth Paul Johnson
Bonnie Clark
Beth Muskopf
Rich Cox
Melissa Hoff
Dick Fox
Gina Burton Arens
Larry Hutchinson
Bob Hamilton
Rod Russell

Dan Louis
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2017 BUSINESS MEMBERS

Air Authority Heating & Air Conditioning LIFETIME MEMBERS

Artis Senior Living of Mason American Legion, Post 194

Culver’s of Mason American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 194

Grace Baptist Church of Mason Brunk Excavating, Inc.

LaRosa’s, Mason Jeff Hill Video

Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary Mitsubishi Electric Automotive

Marion’s Piazza People’s First Savings Bank

Mason Bowl R.E. Middleton Construction LLC

Mason City Schools Senour Flaherty Insurance

Mason-Deerfield Chamber Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home

Mason Health Care Center Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland Architects

Mason Public Library Walldogs the Mason Sign Company

Minuteman Press of Lebanon Yost Pharmacy, Inc.

Warren County Historical Society
GOLD MEMBERS

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc.
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2017 Fundraiser

3™ Wednesdays
From Open to Close

May 17, June 21, July 19,
August 16, September 20,
October 18, Nov.15, Dec. 20

SUCCESS
FUNDRAISING

Raising money for The
Mason Historical Society.

Third Wednesday
From Open to Close

We will donate 20% of

Mason the proceeds back to the

Triway & State Route 42
Mason Historical Society

Thank <o.= for your m.cuvo_.ﬂ.

!.<<m love to help the neighborhoods we serve!

Flyer must be presented to server, cashier or driver.

Mason Historical Society
2017 EVENT REMINDERS

Revised May 18
FOR YOUR CALENDAR or NOTE PAD

June 14 - Flag Day

June 20 - Ice Cream Social & Baked Goods
Auction-Museum Grounds 6:00PM

June 21 - Eat at LaRosa’s

July 18 - Program @ Museum 7:00PM
July 19 - Eat at LaRosa’s

August 15 - Program @ Museum 7:00PM
August 16 - Eat at LaRosa’s

September 16 - Hentage Festival
September 20 - Eat at LaRosa’s
September 23 - Patriot Fair

October 10 - Cemetery Walk
November 14 - Annual Meeting

December 1 - Museum Open House



