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    September 2017 
 

207 W. Church Street       Mason,  Ohio            www.masonhistoricalsociety.org       513.398.6750                                            

              Open 1 to 4pm Thursday and Friday and by appointment 

 

 

 CONNECTIONS 

EVENT CALENDAR 2017 

September 16—Heritage Festival  

September 23— Patriot Fair  

September 30– Yard Sale at the Museum 8am– 2pm 

October 8-14– Fire Prevention Week 

October 10— Cemetery Walk  

October 21– Corporate Challenge 5k walk/run; Please 

Join our Team. 

November 14— Annual Meeting 6:30pm 

December 1— Museum Open House/Mason’s Tree 

Lighting Ceremony at the Downtown Plaza. 

Patriot Fair  
 
Each year the American Spirit Education Alliance pre-

sents a Patriot Fair for the area communities. This 

“Living History” event is free to visitors thanks to gen-

erous sponsors and people like you. This is the 7th an-

nual Patriot Fair presented by American Spirit Educa-

tion Alliance. 

This year the theme is “Lest We Forget” commemorat-

ing 100 years since USA entered WWI and once again 

the Mason Historical Society will have a fine display of 

military uniforms and pictures and stories of Mason’s 

service men and women. 

The Patriot Fair will be held at the Mason Municipal 

Center in Mason Ohio from 9am till 5pm on September 

23rd. Plan a day full of adventure, discovery, enter-

tainment, patriotism, learning, fun and good things to 

eat. There will be activities to please all ages and eve-

ry member of the family. There are usually plenty of 

activities and people in period costumes to make it 

interesting for the whole family. 

As one walks through the building and 

grounds there will be games for the children 

and opportunities to train with the troops, 

observe artisans at work and meet and talk 

to historical (DA1) figures. Meet General 

John Pershing, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 

Jefferson, Abe & Mary Lincoln, Jefferson Da-

vis, General & Julia Grant, James & Dolley 

Madison …. and many more! 

This is one of best shows that the city has 

with a true historical flavor. Come out and 

bring your children and/or grandchildren. 

You will have fun! 

 Dave Anderson 
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Membership 

New – Christina Martich 

Renewal – Tom & Krista Barr 

      Greg & Mary Spellmire-Shooner         

       Sylvia Martin 

       Lynn Humphrey Jones 

       John Meyers 

       Richard & Janet Johnson 

       Betty Carter 

 
 

These two paintings were left at the museum entrance without any information. If you do-
nated the paintings, please contact us via email or phone. 513.398.6750/
www.masonhistoricalsociety.org  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Mason Historical Society, celebrating “Community  

Unity Day” on Main Street. Circa 1980 

EXCITING NEWS!!! 

 
We received word, the Ohio Historical Mark-

er to commemorate the Rapid Railway 

Traction line route which went through Ma-

son from 1903 to 1922 was shipped on Au-

gust 29.  In the photo, note the rails in the 

street and the trolley wires overhead. 

 
Stay tuned for the date when the marker 
will be dedicated. 
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A MONTH AT THE MUSEUM  

 Just to share with you our last eight months have given us a count of 361 visitors to our museum to 

date. We still have many more days left in 2017 to get our final count for the year. 

Our cedar closet is done thanks to our busy volunteers such as Dan Kamm. We now have a safe place 

for our uniforms so pesky little moths can go away. To honor our service men and women is to keep 

their history alive, we will again have our military display September through November 11th, Veter-

ans Day, then Christmas decorations will go up. Our Mason veterans answered Uncle Sam's call either 

by choice or " you better show up for your induction ."  We love our Vets!! A small portion of our dis-

play will be presented at the Patriot Fair Sept. 23. Our member Dave Anderson will again chair this 

event for us so stop by and say “Hi” to Dave. 

 If you have any interest at all about WWII Veterans, I’m sorry you missed our last program “I'm Fine

-Don't - Forget to Write". Maria Eckhoff told a beautiful story of Larry Eckhoff her father who was a 

local Cincinnati boy, graduated from Purcell High School in 1943 and enlisted in the Navy to end up at 

Saipan until his discharge in January 1946. This personal life story of Larry who was just one of many 

young boys to follow the call to defend the USA was enjoyed by all.  Maria will be attending the Patri-

ot Fair Sept. 23rd.   

Gay McCurley 

Gay McCurley was the driving force to have a 

cedar closet built to store and protect our mili-

tary uniforms. Here is the finished cedar clos-

et in the attic just waiting to be filled!!! 

Gay McCurley spent many hours organizing 

the cedar closet to hold all of our military 

uniforms and memorabilia. Thanks Gay!!! 
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Special Delivery  
By Dave Anderson 

We were watching the news the other night when they announced that Kroger’s would start delivering 

groceries.  

My wife, Carole McCurley Anderson, said “Everything old is new again.” She told me that back in the 

40’s and 50’s that not everybody had more cars than drivers in the house. One car per driveway (if 

you had a driveway). At that time, she and the McCurley family lived on Reading Road across from 

the library in the house that is today Angie White’s Bon-Ton Salon. When her mother Betty Cum-

mings McCurley needed groceries, she would take the children, Carole, John and Tom, up to her par-

ents, Harley and Erma Baysore Cummings Main Street home. She then continued on to Bill Rieck’s 

Super Market for shopping. Bill had a flat-bed cart with a box or two on it and would walk around and 

place items that Betty needed in the box then mark the box with her name. Carole remembers going 

with her mother and Bill had one of those “grabber” things to reach item high on the shelves. When 

Betty was done shopping and paid she would return to her mothers and walk back home (usually 

pulling a wagon). Sometimes they would stop at Girton’s Bus Station and get lunch or ice cream. By 

the time they reached home the groceries in the boxes with “Betty” written on them would be sitting 

on the table on the back porch waiting to be put away. Sometimes for an extra treat the groceries 

came in a banana box which was really fun to play in. 

So big deal about Kroger’s delivering groceries and I’ll bet there will be a charge 
this time. 

We commend The Mason Fire Department for this latest achievement they have earned! 

It’s comforting to know our Fire Department operates at award winning standards. 

 

 

 

 

Mason Fire Department Receives American Heart Association’s 

Mission: Lifeline EMS Recognition Award 

The Mason Fire Department has received the American Heart Associa-

tion’s Mission: Lifeline EMS Bronze Award for implementing quality im-

provement measures for the treatment of patients who experience se-

vere heart attacks. 

“EMTs and paramedics play a vital part in the system of care for those 

who have heart attacks,” said James Jollis, M.D., Chair of the Mission: 

Lifeline Advisory Working Group. “Since they often are the first medical 

points of contact, they can shave precious minutes of life-saving treat-

ment time by activating the emergency response system that alerts 

hospitals. We applaud the Mason Fire Department for achieving this 

award that shows it meets evidence-based guidelines in the treatment 

of people who have severe heart attacks.” 
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Popular Rose Hill Cemetery Walk is Back! 

 We are pleased to announce the details of our 6th annual Rose Hill Cemetery Walk fundraiser.  Please 

join us on Tuesday Oct 10 at 7 pm to relive some of Mason’s rich colorful and historical past. This year 

we will be saluting and highlighting our military veterans and their families.  Just under 1400 veterans 

are interred at our local cemetery.  Mason area residents have answered every call for service to defend 

America’s freedom and way of life.   We have chosen nine Mason residents who depict their time in mili-

tary service.  It is also important to acknowledge the sacrifices and contributions of the citizens back 

home during times of war.  Members of the Mason Community Players will once again allow the stories 

of our honorees to be heard.   

 We will add musical selections to the night’s format as we hope to capture the patriotism that our local 

community has so richly engrained.  Major William Mason, our city’s founder, will begin the tour.  You 

will hear from May Girton, the mother of three young Mason boys all of whom enlisted at the same 

time.   Veterans Joe Barr, married couple George and Mary Berry, Lt. Robert Mount and his Gold Star 

mother, Sgt. Jonathan Kamm, Fred Schweitert and Lt. Charles G. Barnes.   You will hear Walter and Vir-

ginia Compton share how Mason residents kept the home fires burning along with their sacrifices.  

Perry Denehy 

Call 513-398-6750 or visit the Mason Historical Society at 207 West Church Street to purchase tickets.  

You may also purchase tickets on line at: www.masonhistoricalsociety.org.  Cost is $20 for non-

members, $15 for members and $10 for students.  Golf carts will be available to assist those who have 

mobility issues.   Sturdy walking shoes are suggested.   Pets are not permitted in the cemetery. No 

Costumes.  

“Great Quotes From Great Leaders” 

Words from the Leaders Who Shaped The World 

Peggy Anderson 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

“Eisenhower graduated from West Point and commanded a tank training center during 

WWI. At the outbreak of WWII, he was appointed to the army’s war plans division., where he prepared 

strategy for the Allied invasion of Europe. He was later selected commander of U.S. troops in Europe. 

He retired from the military to become president of Columbia University and publish his bestselling ac-

count of the war. Wooed by both parties, Eisenhower ran as a Republican for president in 1952 and 

1956, winning both times. He enjoyed tremendous popularity with the American people and worked to 

expand Social Security and increase the minimum wage. In addition, he created the Departments of 

Health, Education, and Welfare, and NASA.” 

“The supreme quality for leadership is unquestionably integrity. With out it, no real success is possible.” 

“The final battle against intolerance is to be fought– not in the chambers of any legislature– but in the 

hearts of men.” 

“When you are in any contest, you should work as if there were, to the very last minute, a chance to 

lose it.” 

“A sense of humor is part of the art of leadership, of getting along with people, of getting things done.” 

http://www.masonhistoricalsociety.org
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MEMBERSHIP 

Our membership year is based on the cal-

endar year January – December, with our 

annual membership drive happening each 

fall.  We do however gladly welcome new 

members any time of the year.  Yearly dues 

are STUDENT $10, INDIVIDUAL $20, FAMI-

LY $30, SILVER $100, GOLD $250, LIFE-

TIME $500.   Please note that a LIFETIME 

membership can be paid in 4 quarterly in-

stallments of $125 each within 12 months.  

NEW members joining after August will be 

credited through December of the following 

year. Thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you for your support and we look for-
ward to seeing you at our Society events. 

Something to Make You Laugh… 

How To Preserve A Husband 

Be careful in your selection. Do not choose too 

young. When selected, give your entire thoughts 

to preparation for domestic use. Some wives insist 

upon keeping them in a pickle, others are con-

stantly getting them into hot water. This may 

make them sour, hard, and sometimes bitter; 

even poor varieties may be made sweet, tender 

and good, by garnishing them with patience, well 

sweetened with love and seasoned with kisses. 

Wrap them in a mantle of charity. Keep warm with 

a steady fire of domestic devotion and serve with 

peaches and cream. Thus prepared, they will keep 

for years. 

Published by Ball Corporation Edition 29 

Condolences 

We would like to send our sincere condolenc-
es to the family and friends of Mary Walker, 
wife of Dale Walker. She will be greatly 
missed by her family and friends. 
 
Sincere condolences to the family and friends 
of Jacqueline "Jackie" Wright, wife of Aaron 
"Mickey" Wright. She will be 
greatly missed by her family 
and friends. 

Note From the Editor 
Remember this is your newsletter. If you 
have any contributions or suggestions for 
making the newsletter better I’m easy to 
reach. My contact information is;  
513-850-3780 
deniselandise@yahoo.com 
Remember the things that happen today, 
no matter how small, are tomorrows histo-
ry.  
Denise Landise 

50 YEARS AGO… 
 
Inflation Rate was 2.78% compared to  
1.73% July 2017. 
 
Dow Jones Industrials Average in 1967 was 879; 
July 2017 - 21,830. 
 
Gasoline per Gallon $0.33; A recent price at a 
Shell station was $2.35 per gallon. 
 
Movie Ticket $1.25 (except for the “Dream  
Theater” in Mason); Today Senior price is $9.00 
at some theaters. 
 
Popcorn at the “Dream Theater was $0.10 for a 
bag almost the size of todays small bag.  Today 
$6.50. 
 
Federal Minimum wage was increased to $1.40 an 
hour. 
 
Average cost of a new car was $2,750.00.  There 
weren’t any SUVs and Ford  F-150 Pick-up Trucks 
were a whole smaller than todays. 
Jerry Mullins 
 

Thank You… 

The roof on the addition catches a lot of 

water and some of the heavy downpours 

of rain were cutting new waterways in our 

yard.  

A note of THANKS to Noble Johnston, Lou 
Rapp, Tony Rapp and Jim Rapp for helping 
to reroute three downspouts away from 
our addition and old library. Your hard 
work and knowledge saved us a considera-
ble amount of money.  

Thank You… 

Our most recent addition to our library are 7 

yearbooks from 2010/2016 which now brings our 

collection of book to our needing yearbook 2017. 

We thank one of our most recent visitor and her 

family, Jere' Clark who is the assistant girls’ bas-

ketball coach at Mason High School, for filling this 

gap when asked if she could help. As we know it 

takes a village to keep us going, “THANK YOU” to 

all who help this effort. 
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2017 BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Air Authority Heating & Air Conditioning 

Artis Senior Living of Mason 

Culver’s of Mason 

Grace Baptist Church of Mason 

LaRosa’s, Mason 

Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary 

Marion’s Piazza 

Mason Bowl 

Mason City Schools 

Mason-Deerfield Chamber 

Mason Health Care Center 

Mason Public Library 

Minuteman Press of Lebanon 

Warren County Historical Society 

GOLD MEMBERS 

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc. 

LIFETIME MEMBERS 

American Legion, Post 194 

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 194 

Brunk Excavating, Inc. 

Jeff Hill Video 

Mitsubishi Electric Automotive 

People’s First Savings Bank 

R.E. Middleton Construction LLC 

Senour Flaherty Insurance 

Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home 

Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland Architects 

Walldogs the Mason Sign Company 

Yost Pharmacy, Inc. 

 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Mason, Ohio 45040 

Permit No. 38 

 

 

      Mason Historical Society 

      207 W. Church St. 

      Mason, Ohio 45040 
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