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    October 2017 
 

207 W. Church Street       Mason,  Ohio            www.masonhistoricalsociety.org       513.398.6750                                            

              Open 1 to 4pm Thursday and Friday and by appointment 

 

 

 CONNECTIONS 

EVENT CALENDAR 2017 

October 8-14– Fire Prevention Week 

October 10— Cemetery Walk  7p.m. 

November 14— Annual Meeting 6:30pm 

December 1—Museum Holiday Open House/Mason’s 

Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Downtown Plaza. 

 

Attention Members!!! 
 
Your 2018 Membership Renewal Form is includ-
ed in this newsletter. 

To cut down on expenses this year we are in-
cluding the renewal form in   
the newsletter.  See page  9. 

Thank you for renewing your membership. 

 
 

Nearly half of all Americans have not developed a home fire escape plan. Of those that have, one-

quarter have never practiced it. These and other findings from a recent survey conducted by 

the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) prompted the official theme for this year’s Fire Preven-

tion Week campaign. 

“Today’s home fires spread more rapidly than they used to,” said Carli. “The synthetic fibers used in modern home 

furnishings, along with the fact that newer homes tend to be built with more open spaces and unprotected light-

weight construction, all contribute to an increased rate at which fire burns. These factors make home escape plan-

ning and practice all the more critical.” Experts say you could have less than two minutes to escape a home fire 

from the time the smoke alarm sounds. Source: NFPA.org 

City of Mason Fire Station Open Houses 
 

   Station 51                                            Station 52 
   Sunday, October 8                                Saturday, October 14 

   1-5 p.m.                                               2-5 p.m. 
   4420 Mason Montgomery Road               5500 Cedar Village Drive 

http://www.nfpa.org/
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A MONTH AT THE MUSEUM  

 Here is a reminder, our Military Display ends Nov. 11th Veterans Day. It is  a great display set up in 
the addition honoring our veterans. Please take a few minutes to stop by the museum and look it 
over.  Many thanks to the families of our Vets for their fabulous items on loan and donations to us 
over the years.  This is one of our most viewed collections with a few added surprises this year. If you 
were in the military we would like to have your photograph to add to the display. 
Cemetery Walk tickets are on sale now.  We sold out in 2015 and 2016 so get your tickets ear-
ly. Thank you for your support. 
 
AND THE WINNERS ARE: Steve Kerns $500.00 and Society Member Diane Eldridge  

$250.00, our raffle was very popular and brought in a little cash!!!!  Our volunteer for  the draw of 

the winning tickets was Sophie Levine who is  7 yrs. old and a second grader at MECC. Thank you for 

drawing the winning tickets!  Also to each and every member who helped support this fund raiser by 

selling and/or buying their tickets. The Executive Board thanks you on behalf of the entire Society, 

your financial support  helps to pay the bills. 

We now have a few more tri-pods for displays thanks to our member Dave Anderson. If you have a 

talent we could use just give us a call 513-398-6750. 

The research library has had a busy month with a young adult man who is returning to college. His 

research topic for his paper was on Mason with it's changes over the years he grew up here. Our year 

-books still are most popular with everyone. 

Good news the brick extension is finished we now have more space for brick orders. Don't forget if 

you need a gift idea such as Christmas, Memorials, Birthdays, Mother and Father's Day  GIVE A 

BRICK**** 

With Christmas around the corner we will have a new addition with a Big Christmas  Tree to decorate 

this is a request for ornaments to put on the tree. I thought it might be great if the entire tree was 

decorated by members donations and not with new store bought ornaments. Give us a call and we 

can pick up your donation or stop in yourself and drop them off our phone  number is 398-6750. Hope 

to hear from you and thanks in advance. 

Gay McCurley 

Just one view of Gay McCurley’s veteran’s display. 

  
 

Our Society’s  veteran's display manned by Dave 

Anderson, held a place of honor at the Patriot Fair. 

Showcased at the Mason City Building. 



3 

 

Membership 

New –Dean Mullins 

          Beneva Sroufe 

          Allen Gerth  

Renewal – Earl & Mary Stratford 

                           

EXCITING NEWS!!! 
 
Hard to believe that the leaves are al-
ready falling and that means the November 
elections are coming soon! If you are inter-
ested in running for an office please contact 
Jay Meibers by calling 937-657-1244 or by  
e-mail at :   jay.meibers1@zoomtown.com. 
There are many exciting activities taking 
place and we would love for you take the 
take next and run for office. The pay is not 
great but the satisfaction of preserving Ma-
son's history is priceless! 

Jay Meibers 

Condolences 

Sincere condolences to the family and friends of a 
long time Society 
member, Sara (Sally) Schutte who died Septem-
ber 21. 
 

 
Note From the Editor 

Remember this is your newsletter. If you 
have any contributions or suggestions for 
making the newsletter better I’m easy to 
reach. My contact information is;  
513-850-3780 
deniselandise@yahoo.com 
Remember the things that happen today, 
no matter how small, are tomorrows his-
tory.  
Denise Landise 

Here is the photo of Gay presenting the Sum-
mer Splash Raffle $500.000 First Prize to win-
ner Steve Kerns. 

Gay presents Diane Eldridge, our second 

prize winner, her cash prize! 

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=jay.meibers1@zoomtown.com
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City of Mason Police Officers were seen wear-
ing their new uniforms for the very first time 
on September 16 Heritage Day. 

 

Be on the lookout for the City of Mason Police De-
partment's new vehicles which appeared for the first 
time in the 2017 Heritage Festival Parade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sophie Levine a second grader at Mason Early 

Childhood Center drew the winning tickets.    

 

Long time Society member Carroll Weller 
(wearing the cap) and a friend looking over our 
display.  Thanks for coming by Carroll! 
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Patriot Fair 2017  

The American Spirit Education Alliance presented the Seventh Annual Patriot Fair at the Mason Mu-

nicipal Center in Mason Ohio, on September 23, 2017. It was a day full of adventure, discovery, enter-

tainment, patriotism, learning, fun and good things to eat.  

It celebrated our American History & Heritage, honoring our military, and provided unique ‘Living Histo-

ry’ experiences. This year is the centennial year for our entry into WW I. They commemorated WW I in 

several presentations and exhibits, “Lest We Forget”. 

The Fair was hosted by James and Dolley Madison. We met some of the brave and determined patriots 

who fought for our independence: Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Patrick Henry, and Abigail Ad-

ams. We also met soldiers from the Civil War, Abraham & Mary Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, General and 

Julia Grant, and General Sherman. Jerry and I had a lively discussion with General John Pershing. 

It was amazing how they took on the look of their characters. There were also the Clans of Desdin Glen 

from Scotland and Three Feathers, Yellow Flower and the All Nations Drum group of Native American 

dancers. 

 This is one of the more interesting events that happen in Mason every year. 

The Mason Historical Society had a nice display of veterans’ uniforms and a large display of veterans’ 

pictures from the Civil War up to modern times. We have had a booth each of the past seven years. If 

you wish to see our display you can visit the museum from now into November. 

Dave Anderson 

 

Great Quotes From Great Leaders 

Words From The Leaders Who Shaped The World 

By Peggy Anderson 

American general, commander in chief of the colonial armies in the American Revolution, and subse-

quently the first president of the United States, George Washington became known as the father of his 

country. 

Born into a wealthy family of Virginia planters, Washington worked as a surveyor and gained military 

experience in the French and Indian War. The impending American Revolution would call him to his 

country’s aid. 

Washington was named commander in chief of the military force of all the colonies in 1775. Over the 

next five years, including the nadir of the harsh winter at Valley Forge, Washington held the American 

forces together by sheer strength of character. His capture of Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781 marked 

the end of the war.  

Alone commanding the respect of both parties, Washington was chosen unanimously to preside over 

the Constitutional Convention. He was elected the country’s first president in 1789 and reelected four 

years later. 

Quotes: 

“Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.” 

“I hope I shall possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain what I consider the most enviable of all 

titles, the character of an honest man.” 

“Liberty, when it begins to take root, is a plant of rapid growth.” 

“It is better to offer no excuse than a bad one.” 
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William Mason, Major? 

There has been some confusion about William Mason’s service rank. This article is a reprint of one 

done in 2015 and with the upcoming Cemetery Walk I thought it should run again. 

Dave Anderson 

 

In Rose Marie Springman’s book “Around Mason, Ohio: A Story” she recalls the early history of War-

ren County and William Mason. She states that William Mason fought in the Revolutionary War at age 

16 and served as a private.  

If you have been to Rose Hill Cemetery to see Mason’s grave site you will notice that he is referred to 

as a major in the Revolutionary War. I have often wondered how he could have gone from private to 

major at age 16 or 17 without making all the history books.  

Well, we just received some interesting documentation from Mike O'Bryant as he has been research-

ing William Mason’s military history. He has extracted some information from the “Gano Papers” 

which will help shed some light on this situation. 

The Gano Papers are large and at least two-thirds consist of military documents dating from 1792 to 

1817, and is made up of lists of Ohio Militia companies, commissions, election reports, military or-

ders, court martials, discharges, army contracts, reports on army supplies—clothing, medicines, ra-

tions, etc., broadsides, and is especially rich in lists of names as shown in rank lists and Muster Rolls 

of the Ohio militia. Also included are letters of John Stites Gano, Major General of the First Division of 

the Militia of Ohio, and other letters written to him by Governor Tiffin, Duncan McArthur, William H. 

Harrison, Lewis Cass, R. J. Meigs, John Wingate, I. & T. B. Van Home and numerous others. 

John Stites Gano was one of the original settlers of Columbia, Ohio, in 1788. He had previously mar-

ried a daughter of Judge William Goforth, the latter also an original settler of the vicinity. Gano was a 

topographical engineer and, it is stated, commanded an advance party and surveyed the route for the 

march of General St. Clair's army into the Indian country and was present at St. Clair's defeat, Nov. 

4, 1791. He was a Major General of the First Division of the Militia of the State of Ohio in 1804 by 

Gov. Tiffin. He took an active part in the war of 1812. He became Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas 

for Hamilton County about 1792, and was Clerk of the Supreme Court till 1818. He was one of the 

founders of Covington, Ky., where he died January 1, 1822. 

In a letter dated June 25, 1804 Major General John S. Gano states that a return of company officers 

elected agreeably in the counties of Butler and Warren that compose the Second Brigade in the first 

Division of Militia in the state of Ohio that William Mason was commissioned as Captain in the Second 

Regiment on June 11, 1804. 

In a later letter to dated September 5, 1808 a Rank Roll of the officers of the Second Brigade First 

Division of Ohio Militia Commanded by Brigadier General William C. Schenck William Mason is listed 

as Major with the date of commission as July 24, 1804. 

So, there you have it. William Mason was commissioned as a Major in the Ohio Militia in 1804 and not 

in the Revolutionary War. 

Thank you, Mike, for helping to clear up this long held misconception. 



7 

Ohio Historical Marker Dedication 

Monday, October 23rd at 3:00pm 

Corner of East Main St. & Dawson St. 

This dedication commerates the Rapid Railway 

Electric Trolley Line which ran from Downtown 

Cincinnati through Mason to Lebanon for 20 

years.  

Please join us. 

A Child’s View of WWII 

The Mason Public Library invites you to a discussion 

led by author, Gerda Braunheim, of stories in her 

book about WWII, “From Stonischken to Gedhus: A 

Child’s View of World War II.” This personal story is 

told through the eyes of a child about being forced 

to flee from her hometown in Prussia to a refugee 

camp in Denmark when Hitler invaded Europe and 

having to endure a refugee camp in Denmark until 

the end of the war. 

Sunday, October 22, 2017 2:00-4:00pm 

Books will be available for purchase and signing af-

ter the event. 

 

 

Cemetery Walk Highlights Veterans 

By Gina Arens 

From Journal-News Pulse of Lebanon & Mason 

If you love drama, fascinating stories and a bit of Mason history, you’ll want to make plans to at-

tend the Mason Historical Society’s annual Cemetery Walk at Rose Hill Cemetery on October 10th at 

7p.m. 

This year’s program will feature nine stories of men and women who proudly served the country 

and one couple who share how Mason residents “kept the home fires burning” in their support of 

the war effort. 

Mason’s Rose Hill Cemetery, established in 1868, has just under 1,400 veterans interred, from eve-

ry U.S. conflict. The Mason Community Players will return this year to relive the drama, excitement, 

and history as the actors tell their stories of conflict, hardship and hopefulness experienced during 

and after their military service. Live music will also be incorporated this year into some of the 

evening’s stories. 

Tickets for the event are $20 for non-members, $15 for Historical Society Members and $10 for 

students and may be purchased by calling the Mason Historical Society at 513-398-6750 or at their 

office located at the Alverta Green Museum at 207 W. Church St. Rain date is October 11th at 

7p.m. The Museum is open to the public 1-4p.m. on Thursday and Friday and by appointment. 

Pets and costumes are not permitted in the cemetery. The Cemetery Walk is an annual fundraiser 

for the Mason Historical Society, established in 1979, it strives to create, promote and preserve a 

continuing interest in the history and heritage of Mason. Members receive monthly newsletters that 

report on programs, events, social activities, volunteer opportunities, and Mason history. For more 

information on this event or membership, visit the Historical Society website at 

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org. 
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BRICK ORDER FORM 

 

NAME__________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________ 

 

CITY, STATE, ZIP__________________________________________ 

 

PHONE_________________________________________________ 

 

BRICK TO BE ENGRAVED AS FOLLOWS: 

(Limit of 13 letters including spaces on each line.) 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Checks payable and return to: 

MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

207 W. Church Street 

Mason, Ohio 45040              DONATION  $50    Paid________   Ck#_________               

forms/brick 2017 

 

FOLLOW THE BRICK ROAD AT THE ALVERTA GREEN MUSEUM 

Everyone can be a part of Mason History!!! It’s simple, just purchase a brick!!! This is the easiest 

way to preserve your family name and make it a part of Mason History.  

The holidays are coming. We all have those few people on our gift list who have everything and are 

so difficult to shop for. None of those people on my list have bricks, well they will when they re-

ceive my gift.  

They make great birthday gifts, anniversary gifts and wedding gifts! Remember one size fits all. 

We have included a brick order form below to make your shopping easy. Simply fill out the form 

below. Call us with any questions. We can even make suggestions on what to have inscribed on 

your brick if you need  help. Then you can mail in the form or bring it to the museum. 

Nothing has made my parents happier then when I gifted them a brick for their wedding anniver-

sary. To know  their family name will now be among those family names of Mason leading to the 

Alverta Green Museum makes them feel more a part of Mason and it’s history, knowing that their 

brick is here to stay.  

Denise Landise 



                                                                      2018  MEMBERSHIP   RENEWAL   DRIVE 

                                                                                               WE NEED YOU!!! 
 

Detach and mail this form to renew your membership now.  

Mason Historical Society 

 MEMBERSHIP          

 207 W. Church Street         

 Mason, OH  45040-1607  
   

               www.masonhistoricalsociety.org 
                             
          Types of Memberships:   
 

RENEWAL____    

        Non-Profit Org. $40_______    

            

   

             REGULAR             CORPORATE       

        Student    $ 10 ___               Regular -  $100____                   

        Individual    20 ___         Silver   -      250__   

        Family          30 ___        Gold     -    500 ____                            

        Silver         100 ___                      Lifetime -  1000 ____                  

        Gold          250 ___      

        Lifetime     500 ___     

       (Lifetime can be paid in 4 quarterly installments  

        within 12 months).           

 

    Call the museum and renew your membership using a credit card.                               

 MAY WE CALL ON YOU TO HELP PRESERVE MASON’S HISTORY BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME _____? 

The Mason Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code. 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES, DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS IN ANY AMOUNT ARE APPRECIATED AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *     
        U.S. Military____________    Branch of Service __________________  Rank ________________________________ 

 
 

                                        Veteran ________ Yrs. served _______    Rank when discharged___________________ 

                                                 
                                               Thank You For Your Service To Our Country 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                         

 

     IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO 

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW USING THE FORM ABOVE. 

TO CUT DOWN ON EXPENSES WE WILL NOT BE SENDING A LETTER 

THIS YEAR AS WE HAVE DONE IN YEARS PAST. 

 

Dear Society Member, 

Three fourths of the year is past and it has been a very busy year for your Society.  In April we moved 

into the addition and continue to decorate the room with Mason history.  We now have room to display 

items which have been tucked away for many years simply because there was no space available where 

the items could be displayed.  If you have not yet stopped by to take a peek, we encourage you to do 

so. 

It is your support which made our Ice Cream Social / Baked Goods Auction a very successful event once 

again.   

Likewise our annual raffle was very successful.  The Cemetery Walk and our Membership Drive are our 

other two large fundraisers. 

The success of these four fundraisers help us raise money to receive support from the City of Mason in 

the form of matching funds.  For every two dollars we raise through your support the City will contrib-

ute one dollar to a maximum of eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00).  The funds are necessary to main-

tain and improve the Alverta Green Museum and property.  Please remember that you our faithful, sup-

porting members are the Mason Historical Society.  

Check out our website, www.masonhistoricalsociety.org  

Thank you for your continuing support, Mason Historical Society Executive Board. 

_________________________________________________ 
Name (s) 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
_________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip Code +4 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Phone 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Email address 
 
_________________________________________________ 

Birthday(s) … month & day (to be published in our monthly 

newsletter) 
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2017 BUSINESS MEMBERS 

Air Authority Heating & Air Conditioning 

Artis Senior Living of Mason 

Culver’s of Mason 

Grace Baptist Church of Mason 

LaRosa’s, Mason 

Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary 

Marion’s Piazza 

Mason Bowl 

Mason City Schools 

Mason-Deerfield Chamber 

Mason Health Care Center 

Mason Public Library 

Minuteman Press of Lebanon 

Warren County Historical Society 

GOLD MEMBERS 

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc. 

LIFETIME MEMBERS 

American Legion, Post 194 

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 194 

Brunk Excavating, Inc. 

Jeff Hill Video 

Mitsubishi Electric Automotive 

People’s First Savings Bank 

R.E. Middleton Construction LLC 

Senour Flaherty Insurance 

Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home 

Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland Architects 

Walldogs the Mason Sign Company 

Yost Pharmacy, Inc. 

 

Nonprofit 

Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Mason, Ohio 45040 

Permit No. 38 

 

 

      Mason Historical Society 

      207 W. Church St. 

      Mason, Ohio 45040 
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