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Alverta Green Musaum,
Tason Historical Society

207 W. Church Street  Mason, Ohio www.masonhistoricalsociety.org 513.398.6750
Open 1 to 4pm Thursday and Friday and by appointment

EVENT CALENDAR 2017 NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

December 1
The new Society email address is
Museum Holiday Open House - 6:00pm

Mason’s Tree Lighting Ceremony at mason.oh.historical@gmail.com
the Downtown Plaza - 6:30pm
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Christmas at the Museum

Christmas is here at the museum; our little elves have been very busy working in every room, you
know, who you are "Thank You".

The outside looks like Christmas as well. Our hopes are that Santa is happy and may stop in for a
visit. In the Great room our 10ft. tree looks beautiful and many thanks to our members who are
sending in ornaments. Stop in or drive by and take notice on how clean and beautiful our 1890's mu-
seum is. "NO MORE PAINTING" the James Hardie siding is fabulous.

Other news; Our military display is now back in the cedar closet safe and sound. No more dinners for
the moths!! We will still accept Military photos to scan in the computer and add to the display. Thank
You again to Bill Tuney and Dan Louis for their loan of items for the display. The Military Photo boards
were enjoyed by many old and young at the Annual Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast. The
youngsters had a ball trying on the helmets from WWI and WWII. To our military families
who are the focus of this display with their donated photos, uniforms, and other war items
we Thank You.

I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy Christmas season. Gay McCurley




A Taste of Mason

Recipes from the Mason Library

A Collection of Recipes by Volunteer Friends for the Mason Library
Copyright 2005

The recipes on the following page come from the above titled Cook Book. But I'd first like to share
with you some history of the Mason Library found in the book. Hope you enjoy it.

“The Mason Public Library can trace its beginnings to 1957, when a group of citizens asked the Leb-
anon Public Library Board of Trustees to establish a branch in Mason. The branch opened a year lat-
er with a core collection of 3,000 books. In 1962 the library was moved to a larger location on Main
Street.

Citing increased demands from a growing population, a group of citizens in 1975 gathered 1,500
signatures on a petition asking the state legislature to allow Mason to establish its own library. Two
years later, thanks to a $100,000 bequest from Mason resident, Orville Parkhill, and to the efforts of
state representative Corwin Nixon, the legislature passed a bill allowing the city to set up its own
library district. The legislation, Ohio House Bill 80, allows a municipal corporation of less than
25,000 to set up its own library district and be eligible for intangible tax funds if a minimum of
$100,000 is made available from designated bequests for the establishment of a library.

Groundbreaking for a new, 8,000 square foot facility at 200 Reading Road took place in May 1979. A
year later, the new library opened, boasting a collection of 13,887 books and 4,345 registered pa-
trons.

Rapid population growth in Mason and Deerfield Township prompted the library board of trustees in
1993 to approve blueprints for the expansion of the building, estimated to cost $1,518,000. A year
later, an expansion committee was established and a fund-raising goal of $1.6 million was set. In
June of 1998, the construction began for the long-awaited expansion of the library.

Today the library holds approximately 112,000 items and has more than 18,000 registered patrons.
It's summer reading program, which runs June through July, boasts a membership each year of
more than 1,600 children. The library offers computer access to the Internet and Net Wellness, in-
terlibrary loan services, voter and Golden Buckeye Card registration, and a host of other services.”

Helpful Hints

Perfect Cookies

Cookie dough that is to be rolled is much easier to handle after it has been refrigerated for 10 to 30
minutes. This keeps the dough from sticking, even though it may be soft. If not done, the soft dough
may require more flour. Keep in mind, too much flour makes cookies hard and brittle. Place on a
floured board only as much dough as can be easily managed.

Flour the rolling pin slightly and roll lightly to desired thickness. Cut shapes close together and add
trimmings to dough that needs to be rolled. Place pans or sheets in upper third of oven. Watch cook-
ies carefully while baking in order to avoid burned edges. When sprinkling sugar on cookies, try put-
ting it into a salt shaker in order to save time.

Baking Tups

-Some holiday cookies require an indent on top to fill with jam or chocolate. Use the rounded end of a
honey dipper to make the indent.

-Push any shaped cookie cutters lightly into icing on cakes or cupcakes. Fill depressed outlines with
chocolate icing or decorating confections.

-To prevent cut-up dried fruit from sticking to your knife, coat the blade with vegetable spray.

-Score dessert bars as soon as they come out of the oven. When cool, cut along scored lines.
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Holiday Cookies & Candy

Buckeyes Y
y ‘:,./
2 c. creamy peanut butter 5 c. confectioners sugar
1 c. butter 1 pkg. chocolate squares - }
L

Combine peanut butter, butter and confectioners sugar in large mixing bowl.
Form dough into 1 inch balls. Melt chocolate in top of double boiler or micro-
wave. Insert a toothpick into peanut butter balls. Dip each ball in chocolate leav-
ing a small circle of peanut butter visible. Place on wax paper, remove toothpicks
let chocolate harden. With fingertip or spoon smooth over toothpick hole. Store
in covered container with wax paper between layers. Karen Lee

Peanut Butter Fudge

1 Ib. powder sugar 4 T. milk

1/2 T. salt 1 T. vanilla

4 T. butter 3/4 c. creamy peanut butter

Stir sugar, salt, butter, and milk in a double-boiler (top) over boiling water. Mix until smooth. Remove
from heat and add vanilla and peanut butter. Beat until it begins to setup. Pour into 8 or 9” pan. Let
set completely before cutting. Marilyn Wonder

Coconut Macaroons

4 egg whites 1 tsp. vanilla extract

1/4 tsp. cream of tartar 2 1/2 c. moist, unsweetened
1 c. sugar shredded coconut

1 tsp. lemon juice

In a large bowl, with electric mixer at medium speed, beat the whites until frothy. Add cream of tar-
tar and beat on high speed until firm peaks form. Gradually, sprinkle in sugar,2 T. at a time, beating
well after each addition until whites form stiff peaks. Sprinkle lemon juice, vanilla, and coconut over
whites. Gently fold in until just blended. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line 2 large cookie sheets with
nonstick parchment paper or foil. Drop mixture by heaping teaspoons, keeping a dome shape about
1 in. apart. Bake 40—45 min until lightly browned; macaroons should be slightly soft in the center.
Remove macaroons on paper to wire rack to cool slightly. Carefully peel off paper and cool complete-
ly. Store in airtight container. Tina Moonshine

~ THERIGHT
N

Wonderful Sugar Cookies R

5 c. flour 1 c. butter or margarine
. R
2 c. sugar 2 tsp. vanilla .
2 tsp. baking soda 1 tsp. salt
1 c. oil 2 eggs

O

Mix butter, oil, sugar, eggs, and vanilla. Sift all dry ingredients together. Add to egg mixture. Blend
well. Chill 1 hour. Roll into walnut size balls. Place on greased cooked sheet. Flatten balls with palm
of hand or bottom of glass. Decorate as desired. Bake at 350 degrees for 8—10 minutes. Remove
from sheet and cool on rack. Nancy Roth

2 tsp. cream of tartar

———
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Each month when I prepare to put together the newsletter I look through our library for recipes, sto-
ries, books, Mason history etc. This month I found a poetry book written by a Mason resident I thought
you may enjoy.

Poems For Fun, Thought, And Pastime

By Dorothy Rednour Andersen
Copyright 1965

One of nine children, Dorothy Rednour Andersen was born in Murphysboro, Illinois, and was educated
in the local school system. She lived on a farm and became interested in poetry and music as a young-
ster. A member of the PTA in Mason, Ohio, she gave free music instructions to teenagers, was an avid
bowler and a prolific writer of verse. The mother of three children, Mrs. Andersen resides with her
daughter Debra and son-in-law Randy.

A Snowflake’s Adieu Snowflakes Continued ...

Winter in the country is such a pretty sight, Inside the cozy kitchen

With crystal crusted magic scenes After tea they sit,

Made new each cold crisp night. When the shadows deepen

The sparkle of helpless snowflakes The lamps are trimmed and lit.

As a bright new day is born, Outside, the wind is blowing

Gives a farewell hug to branches, and You think of summer days

Fades back to nature’s arms. You see the snowdrifts growing

December While the children laugh and play.

The rhapsody of rough fall breezes Winter Cheer

The hush . . . of the cold days’ pause Hello! Little twittering birds,

Jingle-bells, yule logs, and mistletoe Brown and so plain o
Welcome Old Santa Clause. Hearts beat with gladness lﬁ:,”‘éﬁji
Snowflakes Since your back again. i’H::; :rHa%
The snowflakes now are falling Not a pause on the thicket cy
The ground is getting white As you flit to and fro

The crickets are gaily calling Decorating dull summer’s bed

Through the cracks on winter nights. Like a rose on the snow.

Christmas Tree
By Dave Anderson

My wife, Carole, and I were watching one of those million and one different (and the
same) shows on HGTV the other night. When a couple walked into a house with a
large two story living room, the woman said “Just look at how large a Christmas tree
we can have in here”.

Carole and I looked at each other and said almost simultaneously “Remember that
Christmas at Grandma Cummings”. Wow, did I remember.

We had just sold our house and we couldn’t find a house we liked so we moved into



Carole’s grandmother’s house on Main Street. This was a two story brick house that
sat right on the sidewalk about where Yost’s parking lot is today. Some of you might
remember that this was the house of Harley and Erma Cummings. Harley had a re-
pair shop in the rear of the property and sold used cars. Harley at one time was a
Buick/GMC dealer and actually purchased “Old Betsy” for the Mason fire department
in the 1930’s. This house had ten foot ceilings and transoms over each door. The
furnace was an old coal job that had been converted to oil. We had to have oil deliv-
ered about every three weeks to fill the tank. Having the oil tank filled was not
enough to keep the furnace going. Carole’s dad Bill McCurley and I had to work on
that furnace many times that winter just to keep it going. (Actually Bill worked and I
mostly held the light).

Anyway that house had a large bay window on the west side in the front room and
Cindy was real little so we decide that this was the time to get a really big Christmas
tree. Carole asked Marilyn Baysore Johnston from Baysore’s Flowers to find us a ten
foot tree and she did. Carole had worked at the flower shop and her grandma Cum-
mings was also a Baysore.

We didn’'t have a tree stand that was big enough so I took a galvanized bucket and
filled it with rocks for a tree stand. We had to add water to the bucket each day and
did that tree drink up the water. We were afraid that Cindy or maybe the dog, Gus,
might pull on the tree so I rigged up guide wires from the tree trunk to the wooden
trim around the window. We then loaded that tree with every light and tree ornament
we could beg, borrow or steal. That was one huge tree. We had old glass ornaments,
paper and feather ones from WWII and old family heirlooms from her family. We had
new ornaments that we had started to collect ourselves. We had strings of colored
beads. We had regular light and bubble light that actually bubbled up when they got
hot. And we had tons of tinsel lovingly placed on the tree one string at a time. That
house also had a beautiful fireplace in the front room that was also fully decorated
with cut greens and pine cones.

When you entered that house from the front door it opened into a hall that went
straight back with living room door on the left. The first thing that you noticed was
the smell of evergreen from the tree and mantle decorations. When you turned left
and walked in the front room your eyes took in that giant tree from the bottom and
you had to move your head and eyes from the floor to the ceiling. With the wrapped
presents around the bottom and the lights and bubble lights winking you couldn’t
help but get the Christmas spirit. Even during the day with the lights off but the sun
shining through the bay window it was beautiful. I think even Scrooge would have
smiled.

For years we always had a live tree with lots of lights and ornaments
but that was the only year that it seemed to fill the whole room. It
was a tree to remember.




What’'s Behind and What’'s Beyond 2017
It is time we take a look back as this year comes to a close.

Time has really flown by since we moved into our 1,400 square foot addition late March and early April.
We continue to add items for visitors to enjoy as they learn things about Mason they never knew. The
room seems to be in constant use when someone is at the museum.

After much discussion over the past year as we watched the paint on the original museum building con-
tinue to peel looking worse every day it seemed, the Board made the decision to replace the siding and
windows. All the lines of the original Victorian design have been kept. To remove the paint from the
siding in order to have the best surface possible for new paint would have required using a company
certified in lead paint abatement. The cost to do that was sixty percent more than the cost would have
been to apply one coat of primer and two finish coats of paint. After all of that time, work and money,
there was not a guarantee the paint would no longer peel.

All 25 wooden window frames (not including the 3 stained glass windows) were in poor to very poor
condition such that it would have been a waste of money to paint even one. There was clear evidence
more than one had been repaired over the years and all let in plenty of cold air. While it would have
been desirable to restore the windows, the Board decided the cost and lengthy time to do so was not in
the best interest of the Society Members as a whole. All the windows were declared over-glazed and
there was no guarantee the old glass panes with the much desired defects/flaws would not chip or crack
when the old glazing was being removed. Three of the five attic windows were beyond restoration. Af-
ter being restored the windows would still be single pane, wooden frame windows without good seals
which would have required being repainted at some interval. The cost to manufacture and install storm
windows, would have been very expensive. Wooden storm windows of course would also require being
painted at some interval.

What do we have now? Fiberglass frame, wood inside, thermo-pane windows with highly desirable En-
ergy Performance Ratings which match the windows in the addition. When it is time to wash windows,
no more ladders, as all can be cleaned from the inside.

Donations will be accepted to pay for a replacement window. Anyone doing so can if desired, have a
plate mounted on the window to recognize the donor(s). Please contact the museum for details. One
family who has chosen to remain anonymous has paid for a window. The donations are tax deductible.

There is painting and some other woodwork to be done outside on the museum building when spring
returns. The exterior of the accessory building, “Gathering Place”, is also being renovated.

What else is new? Security cameras have been installed in every room of the museum.

Thanks to our members and many others the Ice Cream Social/Baked Goods Auction, Summer Splash
Raffle and Cemetery Walk were very successful events. We offered more monthly programs this year
and plan to do as many in 2018. Thank you for renewing your membership and if you are a new mem-
ber, thank you for joining and we hope you will step forward to help out at the museum and at our dif-
ferent events.

Partnering with the City we applied for a second Ohio Historical Marker and it was dedicated October 26.
This marker commemorates the Rapid Railway interurban transit system which operated from Cincinnati
to Lebanon with stops in Mason from 1903 - 1922. We will continue to build our partnership with the
City.

In the near future, if things continue as planned, it will be possible to purchase Gift Shop items, renew
memberships, join the Society and even make a donation to the Society all online through our website.
We will keep you posted. /

It has been a very productive year for our Society and with your continuing support
we will keep moving forward. Without you our Society would not and could not
exist.

Happy Holidays and I wish each of you have a safe, healthy and prosperous New
Year. Jerry



FOLLOW THE BRICK ROAD AT THE ALVERTA GREEN MUSEUM

Everyone can be a part of Mason History!!! It's simple, just purchase a brick!!! This is the easiest way
to preserve your family name and make it a part of Mason History.

The holidays are coming. We all have those few people on our gift list who have everything and are so
difficult to shop for. None of those people on my list have bricks, well they will when they receive my
gift.

They make great birthday gifts, anniversary gifts and wedding gifts! Remember one size fits all.
We have included a brick order form below to make your shopping easy. Simply fill out the form be-

low. Call us with any questions. We can even make suggestions on what to have inscribed on your
brick if you need help. Then you can mail in the form or bring it to the museum.

Nothing has made my parents happier then when I gifted them a brick for their wedding anniversary.
To know their family name will now be among those family names of Mason leading to the Alverta
Green Museum makes them feel more a part of Mason and it’s history, knowing that their brick is here
to stay.

Denise Landise

BRICK ORDER FORM

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

BRICK TO BE ENGRAVED AS FOLLOWS:
(Limit of 13 letters including spaces on each line.)

Checks payable and return to:

MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

207 W. Church Street

Mason, Ohio 45040 DONATION $50 Paid Ck#
forms/brick 2017



Meg Honerlaw Adcock

Ann Andrews

Jeff & Gina Arens

Brian & Mary Bailey

Gary & Susan Balser

Tom & Krista Barr

Therman & Etta Bennett
Philip & Cameron Berner
Don & Latain Case Birely
Dennis & Sandy Bogan

Edna Britton

Emerson Brown

Gregg & Denise Brown
Michael & Denise Dupriest Brune - SILVER
Steve & Amy Carey - NEW
Joann Carpenter

Ken & Susan Case

Susan Chace

Jim & Bonnie Clark

Dennis & Missy Courts - NEW
Jim & Sarah Jane Cross
Brian, Mari-Beth & Presley Daniels
Perry Denehy

Bobbie DeRosa

Pat, Delores, Gina DeAngelo
Bob & Faye Dumford

Jeri & Christopher Duncan - NEW
Dr. Brad Erbeck, DDS
Robert Erbeck

John & Janet Fahrnbach
Richard & Kathryn Fox
Deborah Fritz - NEW

Allen Gerth - NEW

Marsha Giehls

Richard & Freddie Grisham
Bob Hackman

Brenda Harkins

Janet Honerlaw

Arlene Horton

Larry & Lynne Hutchinson
Missy lannalli - NEW

Dr. Richard & Janet Johnson
Kenneth Paul Johnson
Noble & Marilyn Johnston
Lynn Humphrey Jones

Ken Jordan

Carolyn Wiggins Krabbe
Evelyn Landen

Jason & Danielle Levine - NEW
Christine Martich - NEW
Sylvia Martin

Dick & Gay McCurley

John & Sherry McCurley

Jay & Cindy Meibers - SILVER
Nancy Mercier

Jill Tracy Meyer

Guy Middleton - NEW

Mike Moseley

Dean Mullins - NEW

Dave & Beth Muskopf

Bruce & Evelyn Osborne
Barbara Pettyjohn

Gary & Theresa Popplewell
Rhonda Pringle

Lou & Sue Rapp

Carol Reed

Kathy Richardson - NEW
Betty Witham Rogers

Bill & Lois Ross

Tom & Diane Sakmyster
Tom & Sue Shackleford
Steve & Fran Shaffer

Mary Lou Shields

Greg & Mary Spellmire Shooner
Charles & Marcia Simons
Sally Skiff

Evan & Janet Slater - NEW
David & Sherry Smith

John & Barbara Spaeth

Joan Nauman Speer

Beneva Sroufe - NEW
Rosemary Grehl Stein

Elaine Stewart

Earl & Mary Stratford - SILVER
Ken Thompson

Karen Vonbargen

Norma VonHolle

Jimmie & Kathleen Voyles - NEW
Dale Walker

Sandra Warren

Ruth & Stewart Weaver - NEW
Gary & Donna Weisman
Carroll Weller

Ralph & Patricia Wiggins
Miriam Williams

Dolores Wilt

Aaron “Mick” Wright
Barbara Wesseler

Debra Andrews

BUSINESS

Air Authority Heating & Cooling - LIFETIME
Terry’s Lawn Care - GOLD
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2018 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DRIVE
WE NEED YOU!!!

Detach and mail this form to renew your membership now.

Mason Historical Society

MEMBERSHIP

207 W. Church Street Name (s)
Mason, OH 45040-1607

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

Address
Types of Memberships:

RENEWAL__

Non-Profit Org. $40

City, State & Zip Code +4.

REGULAR CORPORATE Phone
Student $10 ___ Regular - $100____
In(ll\jldllzll 20 __ Silver - 250__ Email address
Family 30 ___ Gold - 500 ____
Silver 100 ___ Lifetime - 1000 ___
Gold 250 Birthday(s) ... month & day (to be published in our monthly

Lifetime 500 __
(Lifetime can be paid in 4 quarterly installments
within 12 months).

newsletter)

Call the museum and renew your membership using a credit card.
MAY WE CALL ON YOU TO HELP PRESERVE MASON’S HISTORY BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME, _____?

The Mason Historical Society 1s a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code.
MEMBERSHIP DUES, DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS IN ANY AMOUNT ARE APPRECIATED AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

X %k k Xk kX kX Xk k kX Xk k k Xk k Xk *k Kk Xk Xk k kX kX Kk kX *k k X *k Kk kX k *k kX X *k kX kX k Xk *k k X kX *k kX Xk kX k kX *k kX k *x k X *x *x *x

U.S. Military___ __ Branch of Service Rank

Veteran Yrs. served Rank when discharged

Thank You For Your Service To Our Country

Historical Soclety

£87481ISHED 191

IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO
PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW USING THE FORM ABOVE.
TO CUT DOWN ON EXPENSES WE WILL NOT BE SENDING A LETTER
THIS YEAR AS WE HAVE DONE IN YEARS PAST.

Dear Society Member,

In April we moved into the addition and continue to decorate the room with Mason history. We now
have room to display items which have been tucked away for many years simply because there was no
space available where the items could be viewed. If you have not yet stopped by to take a peek, we
encourage you to do so. Your Membership, the Annual Raffle, Ice Cream Social and Cemetery Walk are
the four primary Society fundraisers. The success of these four help us to request Matching Funds from
the City of Mason. For every two dollars we raise through your support the City will contribute one dol-
lar to a maximum of eight thousand dollars ($8,000.00). The funds are necessary to maintain and im-
prove the Alverta Green Museum and property. Please remember that you our faithful, supporting
members are the Mason Historical Society.

Check out our website, www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

Thank you for your continuing support. The Mason Historical Society Executive Board.
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http://www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

2017 BUSINESS MEMBERS

Artis Senior Living of Mason LIFETIME MEMBERS

Culver’s of Mason Air Authority Heating & Air Conditioning
Grace Baptist Church of Mason Al’s Heating & Cooling

LaRosa’s, Mason American Legion, Post 194

Lt. Robert N. Mount, Post 9622 & Auxiliary American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 194

Marion’s Piazza Brunk Excavating, Inc.

Mason Bowl Jeff Hill Video

Mason City Schools Mitsubishi Electric Automotive
Mason-Deerfield Chamber People’s First Savings Bank

Mason Health Care Center R.E. Middleton Construction LLC

Mason Public Library Senour Flaherty Insurance

Minuteman Press of Lebanon Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home

Warren County Historical Society Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland Architects
GOLD MEMBERS Walldogs the Mason Sign Company

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc. Yost Pharmacy, Inc.
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 Piece of the Pie.
FUN "J%..nu NG=E ‘mz.... e

Mason _.__mwo_‘_nm_
Society

2017 Fundraiser

3™ Wednesdays
From Open to Close

May 17, June 21, July 19,
August 16, September 20,
October 18, Nov.15, Dec. 20

Raising money for The

mgm D . :
| ZIE09S | :

Third Wednesday

F (0] to Close
5132111 P
We will donate 20% of

Mason the proceeds back to the
Triway & State Route 42

Mason Historical Society

Dine In - Pick Up ¢ Delivery

Visit us at larosas.com

Thank <o.: for your m.cv_uon.

PR

We love to help the neighborhoods we serve!

Flyer must be presented to server, cashier or driver.
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2017 EVENT REMINDERS
Revised November 28

December 20 - Eat at LaRosa’s

Please Sign Up For Our Society To Be The
Recipient of Your Kroger Community Rewards

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

IN 2017

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We Wish Each of You

Safe, Healthy,

A
Prosperous NEW YEAR
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