CONNECTIONS

August 2019
207 W. Church Street

Mason, Ohio

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

513.398.6750

Open 1 to 4pm Thursday and Friday; First Saturday of Each Month 10 –1pm, and by appointment
Email — mason.oh.historical@gmail.com

2nd ANNUAL
Mason Trivia Night
Monday, August 19 at 7:00PM
Prizes Awarded!!
Come and Prove Your Knowledge Of
Mason History?
Light Refreshments Will Be Served.
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Visitors Of The Month
Each month brings many different visitors to the
Alverta Green Museum. This month we had the
pleasure of meeting, Ella, Bennett and Caroline
Rumpke. Many youngsters tour our museum,
but few show the interest and desire to learn
about Mason history than these three children
showed.
They were polite and attentive and asked many
questions. They were impressed with everything
they looked at but a few things they found to be
very “cool”. The girls thought the summer
dresses Gay McCurley currently has on display
were very pretty, and of course our founding
father, William Mason, really impressed them!
Noble Johnston happened to be in the museum
while the kids were visiting and when they were
told Noble and his wife Marilyn lived in the
house before it was a museum they were
wowed! Other renters were Gordon and Georgia
Tracy.
I think it’s evident by the smiles on their faces
they were really enjoying their visit. They are
hoping to visit the museum during our most
festive time of year, our Annual Open House the
first Friday in December!

Bennett Rumpke 11, Caroline Rumpke 5,
And Ella Rumpke 13 pictured with William Mason.

August’s Month At The Museum
Gay McCurley
The 2019 Ice Cream Social and Baked Goods Auction was enjoyed by all, even though there was one
uninvited guest, who you might ask, MOTHER NATURE. She could not stop the fun as enjoyment was
had by all. A large hug is sent out to our members who came with the yummy baked goods. As usual
Gene Steiner did not disappoint with his auction and humor. Culvers came through with their
donation of custard and toppings and People’s First Savings Bank kept everyone hydrated with their
donation of water. I know this may have been said already but we must THANK everyone for this
most successful event.
Stop by this month and see the first time display of Mason High School
uniforms. There will be band, track, cheerleader, even Ms. Evelyn
Wilkerson’s Band Director uniform along with other high school memorabilia.
A reminder that Ms. Wilkerson was a great, great, great granddaughter of
Major William Mason, the founder of the great City of Mason.
For the empty nesters out there come and check out our volunteer list of
things to be done, we welcome the help. Call, leave your name along with
your contact number and you will get a response from us at the museum.
Enjoy your dog days of summer.
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Our Society was honored to be chosen as the site where the Mason / West Chester DAR organizational
meeting was held Saturday, July 20. This new chapter will be holding regular meetings at our museum.
New Hopewell Chapter DAR Officially Established in Mason/West Chester Area
A dedicated group of ladies in the West Chester/Mason area has been working since January to form a new chapter of
the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution. On July 20 that dream was realized with the official
Organizational Meeting and Celebration Tea for the Hopewell Chapter NSDAR. Forty-five attendees met at the Mason
Historical Society Alverta Green Museum with Ohio State DAR officials and special guests including Ohio DAR State
Regent Kathy Gobin Dixon, DAR National Vice President General Nancy Schirm Wright and other OSDAR Officers.
Organizing members, prospective members, members of the Cincinnati SAR Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard and
the SAR State President Lee Wilkerson from the Cincinnati Chapter of the Ohio Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution also joined in celebrating the official organization of the this new chapter.
The Daughters of the American Revolution is a women’s service based non-profit organization with the mission to
promote patriotism, historic preservation and education. Membership is based on proof of a direct ancestor who
articipated or contributed to the cause of freedom during the Revolutionary War. Hopewell Chapter members are a
diverse group of ladies and while the majority list mailing addresses in the Mason and West Chester area, other member
mailing addresses include Spring Valley, West Chester, Montgomery, Maineville, Milford, Fairfield, Blanchester,
Pleasant Plain, Liberty Township, Miamisburg, Cincinnati, Indian Hill and Middletown.
The organizational meeting began with the Presentation of Colors by the SAR Nolan Carson Memorial Color Guard.
All members and guests were welcomed by Organizing Regent Jan Mauch and Cincinnati SAR President Lee
Wilkerson presented a welcoming proclamation to the new chapter. Ohio State Regent Kathy Dixon and National Vice
President General Nancy Schirm Wright installed the following officers: Jan Mauch as Regent, Lois Rieger as Vice
Regent, Donna Vanover as Recording Secretary, Melinda Yonchak as Treasurer, Diane Autore as Registrar and Sharon
Niehoff as Chaplain. New members were initiated, and transferred and reinstated members were welcomed to the new
chapter. Members who join Hopewell Chapter within the first year of the organizational meeting will be known as
Charter members.

The name Hopewell was officially noted as the name of the new chapter by the National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution. Hopewell refers to a culture that developed during the middle woodland period with Ohio as the
epicenter. A defining characteristic of this early culture was skill in mobilizing and combining efforts of groups of
people to create impressive, still standing ceremonial earth works. The Hopewell Chapter NSDAR, in the Hopewell
tradition, will strive to develop skills in mobilizing and combining of efforts to promote the work of the DAR within the
community for lasting results.
Newly elected State Regent Kathy Dixon was honored. Special appreciation was extended to National Vice President
General Nancy Wright for identifying this area to be targeted for a new chapter, and to then State Organizing Secretary
Elaine Ortman and then SW District Director Chris Nehring for partnering with the Organizing Regent Jan Mauch to
create the chapter. Special recognition was extended to Pat Young and Tee Woodall, Volunteer Genealogists who
contributed time and expertise to help prospective members research and prove ancestry in order to become DAR
members.
Following the meeting, attendees enjoyed a celebration tea thanks to the contributions of ladies from the newly
organized chapter under the leadership of Vice Regent Lois Reiger and State Organizing Secretary Chris Nehring.
Members of the new chapter are excited to begin the process of service to the community and to our nation. To that end,
the following committees are being organized and will immediately begin collecting project and service ideas:
Community Classroom, Literacy Promotion, Service to America, Service to Veterans, Community Service, Constitution
Week, National Defense, Conservation, American Indians, DAR Schools and Women’s Issues. Hopewell Chapter will
expand or alter the committee list as membership grows and information is gathered from the community and our nation
regarding needs and interests. Many ladies began collecting information and ideas before the official organization date
in a desire to help Hopewell Chapter become a productive part of our community from the date of official recognition
by NSDAR. The first official kick off meeting of the new Hopewell Chapter will occur in September. Women who wish
more information about DAR or are interested in becoming DAR members and a part of this new Hopewell Chapter are
invited to contact Hopewell Chapter NSDAR Regent Jan Mauch at jan@hopewelldar.org.
Jan Mauch, Regent
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The Summer of 69
By Lou Rapp
What was special about the summer of 69? In the context of American history, “The Times
They Are A Changin’” sums it up best. In June, the Stonewall Riots mark the beginning of the Gay
Rights movement in the U.S. and the first withdraw of U.S. troops from Vietnam were announced. The
whole world watched as Apollo 11 Astronaut, Neil Armstrong, took his historic 1 st step onto the moon on
July 20th. Woodstock took place in upstate New York August 15-18 with over 350,000 attendees.
Hurricane Camille made landfall in Mississippi killing 248 people, and the first ATM was installed in
Rockville Center, New York.
Technological, social, economic, and political changes were occurring that would change the world. The
“Baby Boomers” were coming of age and they were not going to accept the status quo. The debut of the
747 made trans-oceanic travel for large numbers of people fast and simple. Telecommunications
networks were improving and expanding globally. The world was shrinking.
It was against this backdrop the class of 69 embarked on their journey to make their mark on the
world, or at least their hometown. William Mason High School held commencement and graduation
ceremonies on June 1st in the High School Auditorium. Valedictorian David Chappell, Salutatorian James
Fox, Class President David Crocker, and Mitchell Bonham spoke about the future and opportunities that
were waiting for the new graduates. The theme “Within Ourselves Our Future Lies” reflected the
determined and self-reliant attitude within this group of young adults.
The Beatles had the # 1 song at the start of the summer with “Get Back”. It was bumped from the #1
spot by “A Time For Us” the theme from “Romeo and Juliet” followed by “In the Year 2525”. The Rolling
Stones ended the summer #1 with “Honkey Tonk Women”. Later that year Elvis had his last #1 hit with
“Suspicious Minds.”
At the box office “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid” more than doubled the draw of “Midnight
Cowboy”, “Easy Rider”, and “True Grit”. John Wayne won his only Oscar for his portrayal of Rooster
Cogburn in “True Grit.”
1969 closed out a turbulent decade that saw 3 assassinations, the escalation of the war in Vietnam,
social protest demanding Civil Rights, Gay Rights, Women’s Rights, and the end to the war in Vietnam.
The 26th amendment, passed in 71, was born in the 60s. The Space Race, the Cold War, the Cuyahoga
River fire which spurred the creation of the EPA are all hallmarks of what made the 60s a pivotal time
for this country.
So, 50 years later the class of 69 has made its mark. They raised families, volunteered, held seats on
council and school board, ran businesses, and made their hometown a better place to live. I hope
reading this took you back to or maybe jogged some memories from the summer of 69. If you enjoy
the occasional trip down memory lane stop by the Alverta Green Museum with friends and thumb
through an old yearbook or some of the other reference material on hand. Check out aerial photos, the
Dream Theater player piano or Doctor Batsche’s examination table. The museum is open every
Thursday and Friday from 1 to 4pm and the first Saturday of the month from 10:00AM until 1:00PM.
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Mason, Warren County, Ohio

Segway Tours

A Short Compilation Of Historical Facts

Mason Segway tour dates for the month of August
are listed below. The tours are led by Ron Macy.
The cost is $30.00 per rider and it is preferred
tours have 2 or more riders. If you are interested
in taking a Segway tour of Mason, please contact
the Mason Historical Society: 513-398-6750 or
Ron Macy: 513-227-5886.
August 10 both 2 and 6 PM
August 11 at 2 PM
August 17 at two and 6 PM
August 21 6 PM
August 24 both at two and 6 PM
August 29 at 6 PM

Gleaned By Lee L. Dodds, A Native of Mason
This manuscript was completed May 5, 1947.
“The village was laid out in 1815 by Major
William Mason, who donated most of the
building lots to the early residents. As this was
only about 20 years after the first settlers
arrived in the county, it was necessary to hew
from the wilderness every foot of ground
needed for the erection of a home.
Early historians relate that the country was so
covered with forests and underbrush that
scarcely a single clear space could be found.
It had been estimated that over 125 different
kinds of trees were growing in the county at
that time. This was more than grew in either
France or Germany.”
“Very little is known of the early history of
Major William Mason, as he was a man of few
words and when questioned would reply that a
man’s actions were more important than his
early life or ancestry. I often talked with one of
his granddaughters and she had tried for many
years to learn something of his parentage, It is
known that he was born and married in
Pennsylvania and was awarded a large tract of
land in Warren County for his services in the
Revolutionary War. He also served in the War
of 1812 and was associated with General
Harmer in his many actions against the
Indians.”
“The first newspaper established in Mason was
the Mason Democrat, in 1862. It passed into
the hands of Daniel Flanigin and was discontinued in 1864. In 1878, the Mason Vanguard was
started but did not survive for very long.
It almost died a’bornin. It may have been
because it was misnamed. It was not in the
Vanguard.”
“Due to the scarcity of money in the early
days, it was customary to use Spanish milled
dollars. As there was no fractional currency, it
was the practice to cut the Spanish Dollar into
halves, quarters and eighths. A half dollar was
four bits, a quarter dollar was two bits and
when it was cut in two, it was a bit. ($0.125) If
this bit was cut in two, it became a FIP
($0.0625). A FIP and a bit was $0.01875. You
will often hear this debated and it is surprising
how few people know the correct answer.”

Condolences
The Mason Historical Society offers its condolences
to the family and friends of
Mel Elswick who passed on
June 30,2019.

Note From the Editor
Remember this is your newsletter. If you have any
contributions or suggestions for making the
newsletter better, I’m easy to reach.
Contact me at: 513-398-6750
www.mason.oh.historical@gmail.com
513-850-3780
deniselandise@yahoo.com
Remember the things that
happen today, no matter how
small, are tomorrow’s history.
Thank you.
Denise
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The Rapid Railway in 2019, 97 Years After It Faded Into History
On July 2, Tom Walker , a member of our Society, who has lived on Dawson Street for a very, very
long time, called Jerry Mullins to tell him a new 8” water main, not just new, rather the first time an
8” water main was being installed on Dawson Street. That however was not the “real news!”
The real news was the contractor trenching for the line had uncovered rail ties from the Rapid Railway
trolley line which ran through Mason from 1903 –1922. Wow! Real remnants of a rapid transit system
which had served the community for about 20 years. Some of the rail ties were the type we see
today on railroad lines while others were tree limbs. We now have at the museum a section of the
two types uncovered and each still has a rail spike in it. It is likely the tree limb is locust since locust
trees are still used for fence posts today. The limb is solid. All of the ties had to be cut with a chain
saw so the hydraulic operated trenching bucket could break off the ties. Had those not been cut and
then broken off, a whole lot of Dawson Street would have needed repaving which was probably not a
part of the bid/contract.
So while most of the railway is gone some of it is still around, not just under Dawson Street but also
in Muddy Creek, other places on the east side of Mason and even in Kings Mills.

This photo shows where the
trolley turned south off East
Main Street onto Dawson
Street just a few hundred feet
from where the rail ties were
uncovered. Looking left to
right in the photo, the second
house is today Home to the
Wildflower Café.

These 2 arrows point to the
rail spikes. You can see the
tie in the bottom of the
photo is a tree limb.
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Society Executive Board
President—Term, 1 Year—vacant

Publicity Editor-Term, 1 Year-vacant

Vice President-Term, 1 Year—Jay Meibers

Trustee-Term, 2019—2020—Sue Rapp

Secretary-Term, 1 Year– Denise Landise

Trustee-Term, 2018-2020-Jeff Raines

Treasurer-Term, 1 Year-Larry Jeffers

Trustee-Term, 2019-2021-Perry Denehy

Historian-Term, 1 Year-vacant

Trustee-Term, 2019-Missy Courts

Membership-Term, 1 Year-Jerry Mullins

Trustee-Term, 2019-2021-vacant

Are you interested in helping to preserve and educate residents in the Mason community? Maybe you are
looking for a way to share some of your hidden talents? Perhaps you may want to enrich your
knowledge of Mason’s rich history and interact with Mason citizens? How about just maybe you have
some free time you would like the community of Mason to benefit from? This is the place to help make it
happen!
If you answered yes to any of those questions, please consider filling one of the positions listed above
and/or volunteering to help at the Society.
The officers and trustees have the responsibility to make the many decisions necessary to manage this
non-profit corporation. The fact that we are a historical society managing and operating a museum
makes us a cultural institution. The property, the buildings and the many, many, many contents are
supported by you our members and staffed soley with volunteers. Most maintenance needed and an
improvement here and there is done by members volunteering their skills, labor and monetary gifts.
Here we are organized in 1979, 40 years ago by a small group of Mason residents who had no idea
Mason would become the community and city it is today. That small group became a group of Charter
Members numbering 284 and 3 businesses. Today we have 336 members, 23 business members and 7
business partners. Today only 1% of the Mason residents belong to the Society. When the Society
organized in 1979, 3.3% of the residents were members. The interesting part of this is that we have
more property to care for, probably 3 times as many acquisitions in our collection and probably fewer
volunteers than there were in 1979 and for many years after that. Such is life.
We hope this will encourage you to stop by and hope onto the volunteer wagon, there is much to do and
always room to hear some new ideas.
All of this being said, elections are in November at our Annual Meeting. If you have an interest in any of
the positions, stop in to look around then give the thought some consideration.
Other News
After four plus very busy years and some significant changes in the museum, I have stepped down as
president of the Society. Nothing has really changed except my stepping down from that position. I am
continuing to be very involved working on a number of projects and working with Jay Meibers getting up
to speed in that role. Looking in from the outside, it is unlikely you will notice any difference in the
overall operation. The organization is in good hands under Jay’s leadership who has been on the
Executive Board for over five years now and is planning to run for president in the November election.
The Society being a cultural institution operating as a non-profit corporation has more responsibilities
than most people realize. I believe each of you believe in all that we do to preserve the rich heritage of
Mason which has grown from a primitive settlement in 1815 to the sprawling city it is today. Each of you
will surely agree the 26 residents, some of whom are deceased, and some are still members who met on
January 29, 1979 are pleased with all that has been accomplished to keep their vision alive.
Hope to see you soon. Jerry Mullins
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2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM … MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Become a NEW member of the Mason Historical Society or RENEW you membership TODAY!
Please make your check payable to the Mason Historical Society and mail with this form to the address below.
Mason Historical Society
MEMBERSHIP
207 W. Church Street
Mason, OH 45040-1607

_________________________________________________
Name (s)

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

NEW____

_________________________________________________
Address

RENEWAL____

_________________________________________________
City, State & Zip Code +4

Types of Membership:
Non-Profit Org. $40_______
REGULAR
Student $ 10 ___
Individual 20 ___
Family
30 ___
Silver
100 ___
Gold
250 ___
Lifetime
500 ___

_________________________________________________
Phone

CORPORATE
Regular - $100 ____
Silver 250 ____
Gold
500 ____
Lifetime - 1000 ____

_________________________________________________
Email address
I Prefer Receiving The Newsletter Via US Mail ___ or Email___

(Lifetime can be paid in 4 quarterly installments
within 12 months)

MAY WE CALL ON YOU TO HELP PRESERVE MASON’S HISTORY BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME _____?
The Mason Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code.
MEMBERSHIP DUES, DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS IN ANY AMOUNT ARE APPRECIATED AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **
U.S. Military_________ Branch of Service __________________ Rank ________________________________
Veteran ________ Yrs. served _______

Rank when discharged___________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BRICK ORDER FORM
NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP__________________________________________
PHONE_________________________________________________
BRICK TO BE ENGRAVED AS FOLLOWS:
(Limit of 13 letters including spaces on each line.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Make checks payable and return to:
MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
207 W. Church Street
Mason, Ohio 45040

DONATION $50

Paid________

Forms- Member/brick 2019
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Ck#_________

BUSINESS MEMBERS AND PARTNERS

LIFETIME MEMBERS

BUSINESS MEMBERS

Air Authority Heating & Air Conditioning

Artis Senior Living of Mason —2019

Al’s Heating and Cooling

Lt. Robt. N. Mount V.F.W. 9622 Aux.—2019

American Legion, Post 194

Mason Bowl, Inc.— 2019

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 194

Mason Health Care Center —2019

Brunk Excavating, Inc.

Minuteman Press of Lebanon — 2019

Jeff Hill Video

Mueller Funeral Home—2019—New

Mitsubishi Electric Automotive

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc. 2019 —

People’s First Savings Bank

Warren County Historical Society

R.E. Middleton Constriction LLC

16 LOTS Brewing Co.-2019 — New

Senour-Flaherty Insurance

Chris Champ—STATE FARM AGENT—NEW

Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home

PARTNERS

Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland, Architects

City of Mason

Walldogs the Mason Sign Company

Culver’s of Mason

Yost Pharmacy, Inc.

LaRosa’s Mason

GOLD

Mason City Schools
Mason Community Grange No. 1680
Mason-Deerfield Chamber
Mason Public Library

Permit No. 38

Mason, Ohio 45040

Mason, Ohio 45040
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Organization

207 W. Church St.

Nonprofit

Mason Historical Society

2019
Events Reminder

Museum Open House
Saturday August 3 — 10AM to 1PM

Yoga—August 5, 12, 20, 26 7:00PM

Mason Trivia Night
Monday August 19—7:00PM

Eat at Larosa’s Wednesday
August 21, All Day
Remember your Flyer

Heritage Festival
September 14
Raffle Ticket Drawing 4:00PM
Turn In Your Tickets!

If You Have Not Already Done So
Please Sign Up At Kroger Community Rewards
Mason Historical Society Rewards #HE524
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