CONNECTIONS

June 2019
207 W. Church Street

Mason, Ohio

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

513.398.6750

Open 1 to 4pm Thursday and Friday; First Saturday of Each Month 10 –1pm, and by appointment
Email — mason.oh.historical@gmail.com

Let’s Be Social
Attend Our Ice Cream Social
Mason Historical Society Presents

Our Annual Ice Cream Social & Baked Goods Auction
Featuring Local Auctioneer, Gene Steiner

Monday, June 17, 2019 @ 4:30pm
Auction Begins @ 6pm
Alverta Green Museum 207 W. Church St.
Please Donate Baked Goods To Eat & Auction
If you are donating any baked goods please email or call
mason.oh.historical@gmail.com
40th Anniversary (513)398-6750
1979-2019
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What is a Liars Bench?
A column by Carrie Whitaker (Enquirer) Date Unknown
Submitted By Gay McCurley
It may be that people just move too fast these days for a bench in the middle of a sprawling suburban
city to become a social hub. But folks in Mason are honoring the memory of one that was. In 1944,
anybody who strolled through downtown Mason knew about the “Liars Bench”. It was a spot in front of
a popular confectionary called Morse’s where old-timers often gathered to swap stories that were
always entertaining, but often less than true. It was a popular hangout for the younger set, too.
In reverence to that old bench and the memories that it conjures, the city of Mason has placed a new
bench and a plaque about its history near the spot where the Liars Bench once perched. ““I graduated
in 1944 and the bench lasted through the war, after that I don’t remember too much going on there,”
said Al Voorhis, a lifelong Mason resident and founder of Voorhis, Slone, Welsh and Crossland
Architects in Mason. “Some of the old people always sat there. They seemed so old to me then, now
I’m that the old guy.”
But back then, he was a young man. An old photo shows Voorhis hanging out on the bench with
several of his buddies. Of the seven men in the photo, only three are still living. Voorhis remembers on
Halloween one year, he and some of his buddies stood on either side of the street (then one lane each
way, with little traffic), near the Liars Bench. When a car came by, they’d mimic movements as if they
were stretching rope across the road and watch the cars slam on their brakes, Voorhis said with a
laugh.
Back then, there were fewer than 25 students in his senior class at Mason High School (look at the
numbers now). But in Voorhis time, when Mason was a sleepy, farming town, it seemed like everyone
congregated around the Liars Bench. It helped that the bench sat in front of Morse’s-know as Morsees
- which served ice cream, candy, hamburgers and milk shakes. In the back, the place had a pool table.
“Girls weren’t allowed to go in the pool room, that was a no-no,” said June Hill, who graduated from
Mason High School with Voorhis and her future husband Arnold Hill. One of her favorite memories is of
Ethel Hill (no relation), who worked at Morse’s and was the Sunday school teacher at the local
Methodist Church, she would prepare treats for the Mason basketball team after each game. “She’d fill
an entire dish with chocolate milkshakes and hand each player a straw,” Hill said. “I’ll never forget
that.”
Mention of the Liars Bench flooded Hill with memories of her childhood. She met her husband “Arn” as
a freshman. Arnold lived in nearby Pisgah known as “Pis-gee” then but now part of West Chester
Township. Every time he was in town, his bride-to-be knew it. He was the only person in town with a
car horn that played ” Mary Had a Little Lamb”. “It was a 1936 Ford. Only two guys in our class had a
car. Oh heavens, they drove everyone all over town,” Hill said.
The new Liars Bench was built by Mason resident Ron Larcomb, owner of Larcomb Construction. Its
made of cedar and is shorter than the original, so it probably could not seat six rowdy high school
boys. But perhaps it will be a place for a new generation to make memories. “I think it’s a great story,”
Larcomb said. “I was happy to do it. You can still see the new bench at 214 West Main St. This building
has stayed the same for decades other businesses to occupied this spot are Gilberts
Confectionary circa 1941, Morse’s, Girton’s Confectionary 1950-1953, Collin’s Dry Cleaners 1961-’72
City of Mason Building & Engineering Dept. 1994-2002 and Antonio’s Violins Shop 2014-current.
A little history on 214 W. Main St. is as follows- The original owner was James Thompson, he sold the
building to William Dodds. Both of these surnames figured greatly in ownership in early Mason. For
many years during this century this building circa 1846 was used as a business area on the first floor
and on the seconded floor an apartment. The first floor was the restaurant and recreation business and
was the gathering place for young people while benches outside the front door attracted the older
retired men of the town. Feel free to comment or add information to this or any article just call the
museum 398-6750 and leave me a message. If you have any ideas on articles let me know I will see
what I can find.
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Bus Station at 214 West Main

Mason High School Girls Circa 1950

Paul Tetrick, M.D. Circa 1920

Class of 1944 Senior Boys

June’s Month at The Museum — Gay McCurley
All quiet on the home front as visitors come in and look around to see our displays. Some love to talk
about Mason and its history. Some love the aerial views of Mason from the early 1950’s on display,
while others just roam around and look at our wonderful Alverta Green Museum.
To everyone who ordered a brick they are now installed in our walkway by the porch. There will be
another order deadline in the early fall so keep watching the newsletter for information.
Remember, on Monday June 17, 2019 we will not only be having our annual ice cream and baked
goods auction but will be celebrating the Mason Historical Society’s 40th year. Event starts at 4:30 P.M.
with our star auctioneer Gene Steiner starting the auction at 6:00 P.M. We as members of this society
are so very grateful for our members who one day in talking to each other came up with this fabulous
idea forty years ago. Those people are too numerous to name and while many are gone, none are
forgotten. Their idea lives on for all our citizens and friends to enjoy. With your membership each year
you help to keep the Mason Historical Society and the Alverta Green Museum alive. Culvers custard
will be donated again this year, thank you Bryan Zastrow, owner of the Mason and Monroe Culver’s and
music will be provided by Jim Teepen. Hope to see you on the 17 th of June.
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Cracker Jacks & Prizes
This time of year brings with it the baseball season. With baseball comes a very famous snack,
“Cracker Jacks”. The CRACKER JACK® brand is immortalized with the third line of the 1908 song

"Take Me Out to the Ball Game", "Buy me some peanuts and CRACKER JACKS®."
What made this caramel covered popcorn with nuts perfect were the special “prizes” that you would
find in the boxed treat. Though you can still buy Cracker Jacks today, the manufacturer couldn’t leave
well enough alone. Not only did they change the packaging from a box to a bag, but the “prizes” have
also been changed. Below are pictures of the “prizes” that originally came with the snack and what you
get today along with some fun facts.

In the 20th century,
Cracker Jacks prizes were originally a
small toy pictured on the left,
such as a whistle.

In the 21st century,
the prize is a sticker and instructions
on obtaining your prize on a website.
How things have changed!!!

"A Prize in Every Box" is
introduced in 1912 when toys are inserted into every package. In 1918, SAILOR JACK™ and his
dog, BINGO™, first appear on packages. SAILOR JACK™ was modeled after F.W. Rueckheim's
young grandson, Robert.
 Since 1912, more than 17 billion toys nave been included as prizes in Cracker Jack packages.
 Sailor Jack and his dog, Bingo, were added to boxes in 1918.
 Every year more than 100 million toy prizes are used.
 Every day, 3,000 pounds of molasses sweeten batches of Cracker Jack.
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Happy Father’s Day
To all of our members who are fathers, we wish
you a Happy Fathers Day! Hope you enjoy
reading this tidbit of Mason history.

Warren County, Ohio and Beyond
Dallas R. Bogan
“Mason played an important roll in the Civil
War (1861-1865). Deerfield Township sent a
total of 212 men into the military ranks. Most
served in Company A, 69th Regiment, Ohio
Volunteer Infantry. Names of volunteers in this
Regiment, and other personnel, are listed in
Beers History, pages 644 and 645.
Skipping to the 1870’s, we find the population
of Mason to be about 400. The town
government was at this time paid on a yearly
wage basis, the salaries being: the Mayor,
$9.80; the Marshal, $15.00; the Street
Commissioner, $21.00; and Council Members,
$9.00.
In 1874, the first jail was built at a cost of
$143.00. Also the same year, the council
purchased its own printing press, complete
with supplies, at a cost of $28.60.
Expenditures for the town government in 1875
were $372.59. the mayor received a raise of
20cents which elevated his annual salary to
$10.00. Rent for a meeting room for the
council was approved at a figure of $5.00 per
year.
The first jury trial in Mason was held in 1876.
A dozen street lights were installed on Main St.
in the summer of 1877, the total cost being
$118.34. The lamp lighter was salaried at
$4.00 per month for his daily chore. Also in this
year, the first enclosure was built in which to
keep stray hogs, cattle, horses and mules.
Mason like many other towns in the county,
had atrocious roads. Main St. was often
referred to by the citizens as the “Mason Jars.”
A town law required all the men in town to
donate two days’ work per year on the streets.
This was practiced well into the 20th Century.
A railroad was next in line for the village. The
Cincinnati & Northern Railway Company
completed a 3 foot gauge railroad from
Cincinnati through Mason, and on to Lebanon
in May, 1881. Mason residents were jubilant
concerning this new form of transportation
though their town.

Student Painters Giving
Back To The Society
Student Painters under the leadership of Ms. Sarah
Champ just finished doing a very good job painting
the accessory building, which was for years, “The
Gathering Place.”
Now Sarah wants to do something else.
Student Painters will give a 10% donation to the
Mason Historical Society from the profit of a
painting contract signed with you. To make that
happen, just mention the Mason Historical Society
when you sign the contract.
That’s not all! There is something in this for
you too. Show this newsletter to Sarah and you
will receive $200.00 off your estimate.
Call 513-544-1777 to schedule an appointment for
your FREE estimate today!

Attention Members
To insure all members receive the newsletter and
other information from the Historical Society it is
important we get any changes to your phone
number, postal address or your email address.
Please contact us if any of your contact information
changes.
(513)398-6750 or mason.oh.historical@gmail.com

Clarification
There are some readers of May’s Newsletter who
interpreted the statement at the bottom of page 5
that you the public, may not attend City of Mason
Council Meetings. Most know that is not true and we
hope most did not read that comment as such.
Council meetings are open to the public. If you were
one who misinterpreted the note, please accept our
apology for any confusion.

Note From the Editor
Remember this is your newsletter. If you have any
contributions or suggestions for making the
newsletter better, I’m easy to reach.
Contact me at: 513-398-6750
www.mason.oh.historical@gmail.com
513-850-3780
deniselandise@yahoo.com
Remember the things that
happen today, no matter how
small, are tomorrow’s history.
Thank you.
Denise
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2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM … MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Become a NEW member of the Mason Historical Society or RENEW you membership TODAY!
Please make your check payable to the Mason Historical Society and mail with this form to the address below.
Mason Historical Society
MEMBERSHIP
207 W. Church Street
Mason, OH 45040-1607

_________________________________________________
Name (s)

www.masonhistoricalsociety.org

NEW____

_________________________________________________
Address

RENEWAL____

_________________________________________________
City, State & Zip Code +4

Types of Membership:
Non-Profit Org. $40_______
REGULAR
Student $ 10 ___
Individual 20 ___
Family
30 ___
Silver
100 ___
Gold
250 ___
Lifetime
500 ___

_________________________________________________
Phone

CORPORATE
Regular - $100 ____
Silver 250 ____
Gold
500 ____
Lifetime - 1000 ____

_________________________________________________
Email address
I Prefer Receiving The Newsletter Via US Mail ___ or Email___

(Lifetime can be paid in 4 quarterly installments
within 12 months)

MAY WE CALL ON YOU TO HELP PRESERVE MASON’S HISTORY BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME _____?
The Mason Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization, as defined under the Internal Revenue Code.
MEMBERSHIP DUES, DONATIONS AND MEMORIAL GIFTS IN ANY AMOUNT ARE APPRECIATED AND ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * **
U.S. Military_________ Branch of Service __________________ Rank ________________________________
Veteran ________ Yrs. served _______

Rank when discharged___________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BRICK ORDER FORM
NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP__________________________________________
PHONE_________________________________________________
BRICK TO BE ENGRAVED AS FOLLOWS:
(Limit of 13 letters including spaces on each line.)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
Make checks payable and return to:
MASON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
207 W. Church Street
Mason, Ohio 45040

DONATION $50

Paid________

Forms- Member/brick 2019
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Ck#_________

2019

Events Reminder

Museum Open House Sat., June 1 from 10:00 to 2:00

Monday June 17
Ice Cream Social & Auction,
Social & Entertainment Begins at 4:30
Please Donate Baked Goods To Eat or Auction
Call the Museum 513-398-6750 and
Leave a Message or
Email—mason.oh.historical@gmail.com

Yoga—June 3, 19, 17, 24; 7:00PM

July 16 at 6:30 PM — Tour of 16 LOTS Brewing Co.
Reservation Required—Call 513-398-6750
Leave a Message With Your Name,
Phone Number & Number In Your Party

If You Have Not Already Done So
Please Sign Up At Kroger Community Rewards
Mason Historical Society Rewards Number HE524
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BUSINESS MEMBERS AND PARTNERS

LIFETIME MEMBERS

BUSINESS MEMBERS

Air Authority Heating & Air Conditioning

Artis Senior Living of Mason —2019

Al’s Heating and Cooling

Lt. Robt. N. Mount V.F.W. 9622 Aux.—2019

American Legion, Post 194

Mason Bowl, Inc.— 2019

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 194

Mason Health Care Center —2019

Brunk Excavating, Inc.

Minuteman Press of Lebanon — 2019

Jeff Hill Video

Mueller Funeral Home—2019—New

Mitsubishi Electric Automotive

Terry’s Lawn Care, Inc. 2019 —

People’s First Savings Bank

16 LOTS Brewing Co.-2019 — New

R.E. Middleton Constriction, LLC

Chris Champ—STATE FARM AGENT—NEW

Senour-Flaherty Insurance

PARTNERS

Shorten & Ryan Funeral Home

City of Mason

Voorhis, Slone, Welsh & Crossland, Architects

Culver’s of Mason

Walldogs the Mason Sign Company

LaRosa’s Mason

Yost Pharmacy, Inc.

Mason City Schools

GOLD

Mason Community Grange No. 1680
Mason-Deerfield Chamber
Mason Public Library

Permit No. 38

Mason, Ohio 45040

Mason, Ohio 45040
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Organization

207 W. Church St.

Nonprofit

Mason Historical Society

